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If you have not been by the nursing care center, there is reason to do so. Our
beautiful manger scene has been set up in the front of the building, under the
portico. Several years ago the figurines were re-painted by our senior living
residents; but something was missing; a shelter. We now have one. The scene is now
complete and being admired by all! Thank you to everyone who had a “hand” in this
project! Blessings to all this holiday season!
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Dear Christian Friends,

When [ was a boy, Hurricane Donna passed directly over our house in Winter Haven, Florida.
For all the danger, it was pretty exciting. The storm knocked out our electrical power, so everything
we ate that evening was cooked on the grill. We went to bed to the sound of roaring winds and fell
asleep to the sound of rain beating against the windows.

The next morning, the day was bright and clear, a perfect September day. Our house had es-
caped damage, but a large oak tree in the back yard had been snapped like a twig by the storm. All
that remained was a trunk stump about five feet high; every branch was gone. I was sure it was dead,
and there was some talk of cutting it down. But over the next few weeks, the trunk began to sprout
new shoots. Soon those shoots had leaves, and before long, that tree trunk looked like it was wearing
a hat of new braches and fresh leaves.

That stump of a trunk still had roots, and those roots, deep in the sandy, Florida soil, soon
brought that dead-looking stump back to life. Well, Advent is like that, too. In a world that seems
cut off from God and Il eft to itself, Advent rer
deep roots.

Everything around us at this time of the yec:¢
how dead-looking the world may appear, the roots go deep and they are pregnant with hope and
promi se. Our joy may be cut off and we may f ec¢
not gone. Our roots of faith go down deep into the soil that God has prepared, and we can continue,
trusting that tomorrow or next week or even next spring, things will be better.

Il n Advent, God continues to prepare the soil
at work, getting the ground ready for new life to spring forth. Even when we think our roots are
dead, God is busy: making ready to waken our living and send out new shoots. God knows that we
go through all kinds of times, some times are easy, some are hard, others seem downright impossible.

| f things seem fine right now, we know that al/l
who aren®t doing well at all. God knows that t

That*"s why God sends hope. That s why God f
we need and gets things ready. God tells us wt
and it*"s coming; full of hope and promise, witt
stumpiness, and bring new |Iife to our blighted

on the way. As we await the stirring of our roots and the new shoots those roots will nurture, we look
for the Lord, and the Lord is on the way. Even so, Lord Jesus, quickly come. As we wait and hope
together, I remain,

Your brother in Christ,
Chaplain Cockley
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DECEMBER WORSHIP

The holidays offer excitement and anticipation to all of us, and as we rush from one
thing to another, it is important to stop and reflect on the One who has made all of this hope
possible for our worn and weary world. Worship continues every Tuesday afternoon for the
residents of the Nursing Center, starting at 2:00 p.m. in Fisher Lounge. For Personal Care and
Independent Living, Worship is held on Thursday, December 8, starting at 2:00 p.m. in the PC
Dining Room. The Independent Living Tree-Lighting Service will also be held on December
8, starting at 5:00 p.m. in the Village Common. Car ol singi#figoadhdsappeirnage
also on the agenda, following the Service.

Christmas Worship will be celebrated on Saturday, December 24, with services of-
fered in each location. For the Nursing Center, the Service will begin at 2:00 p.m., and be held
in Fisher Lounge. Personal Care and Independent Living will gather in the PC Dining Room,
beginning at 7:00 p.m. Both Services will include traditional music and the celebration of Holy

Communion, ending with Rlehsejoinsus apoficn @ gou avefable® Si | e n't
throughout December as we prepare for and celebrate the birth of Emmanuel—God with us, and
join your voice with those of the angels to declare: * Chr i st , t he Savior is bo

MOVIES TO THINK ABOUT

Did you ever think what the hol iHlvmays woul d
much help do we need for the holidays? Mor e t han you may Withow, if we
many things to do, we can all use a little extra help, and The Help is the focus for Chaplain
C o ¢ k IM»we'tosThink About for December. Based on the best-selling novel by Kathryn
Stockett, The Help, tells the story of black domestic workers in the Deep South in the earliest

days of the Civil Rights movement of the early
acclaimed film comes on Monday, December 19, 2011, starting at 2:00 p.m., in the Village
Common.

When Skeeter graduates college and returns to Jackson, Mississippi, all she wants is a
job as a journalist, and she getsone—wr i t i ng a , cl eaning coSineemn® f or
she knows next-to-nothing about cleaning, she asks Abileen, the maid of a family friend, to help
her answer the questions people ask of her. Before long, Skeeter and Abileen become more than
just collaborators as Skeeter learns more about the plight of Southern domestics than she ever
knew growing up around Constantine, her beloved maid who was quietly removed from the
household while Skeeter was in college. Through Abileen, Skeeter meets Minnie, who had been
the maid for Hilly, (Skeeter®"s best friend), u
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will talk about. Then, as other domestics come forward, their stories become a book that scandalizes
the charm and gentility of Jackson®"s white eli

Graced with astonishing acting, The Helpis already an early favorite for Oscar
honors. Emma Stone, Viola Davis, and Octavia Spencer are equally luminous in this absorbing and
arresting story. Sissy Spacek, Allison Janney, and Jessica Chastain (among others) are equally
memorable, and bring a dignity to this film that is not soon forgotten. This is a story of quiet courage
and determination lived out in a ruthless and dangerous environment. It is told with honesty and
integrity, just like the women who live it. Beautifully photographed, well acted, and movingly
portrayed, The Help depicts a small section of a much broader canvas that challenges many of the
assumptions people still hold about Southern domesticbliss. But don“t take my wor
The Help and judge for yourself when it comes to the Village Common on Monday, December 19,
2011, for one show only, starting at 2 p.m. There will be plenty of food-for-thought afterwards, and,
as always, Popcorn Is Optional.

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY

The Psalmist tells us: “The sacrifices of
h e a r Well, that might be a good place to begin, but then what? How can we start to grow from
that beginning and become more spiritually aware of the presence of God around and within us? The
answer of that questi on SuadayBibk Stidpserigssheldoor Chapl
Sunday afternoons starting at 2:30 p.m. in the Personal Care Dining Room. Each Sunday, from
now through mid-February, class sessions will focus on biblical texts which can help us all to develop
our spiritual health and well-being. Each session focuses on a separate scripture that can help us be
more aware of God"s presence around and within
to the various ways God uses us within the divine purpose.

Already, we have considered passages from Philippians and the Sermon on the Mount, and
in weeks to come we will give attention to other passages from the New Testament to help us find our
way to spiritual health in a confusing and often conflicted world. So if you would like to join us on
our journey, or even if you“"re just curious ab
notjoinus? There"s al ways an extra chair for the cir
Bible. T h a $uiiday afternoons in the Personal Care Dining Room, beginning at 2:30 p.m. So
give us a try; you won“t be disappointed!
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QUESTION OF THE MONTH: What is you
favorite part of the Christmas Season?

Driving around to look at Watching the children

Christmas Lights! with sleepy faces that
quickly turn to excited
faces as they open their
Christmas presents.

Late Christmas Eve Service and the

alleluia choir

The childhood memories o of putting a farm scene
together with animals that |were from my
childhood; of putting our manger scene together

MISSION

sur -

underthetree dHaving the Agol den |l ighto
rounding me.
After putting all the gifts under the _ Li_stening to and
tree, sitting on the couch with my singing of Christmas
spouse, and looking at them. Itis Carols

a very peaceful moment

Picking out just the right gift for each person!

Donating trees to Benton FFA for families who are less fortunate il
receive a picture of the decorated tree, with the children standing

beside it smiling A That makes it all worth it i knowing you made
someoneds Christmas a |ittle better

Social Ministries will demonstrate God’s command to love
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NURSING CARE CENTER ACTIVITIES

12/16 Steve Sutherlan
12/16 Watsontown Alli-
ance Church

12/19 Mifflinburg
Elementary School
12/20 Christmas Stories
12/21 Sing - a- long with
Maddie

12/21 Christmas Bells
12/22 Making Jingle

12/6 Sing - a- long with Maddie
12/7 Shady Grove and Penn
View Singers

12/8 Making Ornaments

12/9 Holiday Cards

12/9 Kathleen Radspinner

12/9 Caroling i Mt. Deliverance
Worship Center

12/11 Salvation Army Visit
12/12 Christmas Mystery

12/12 Holleran Survey Results B:/”SZ wishur B
12/ 14 Making Poi msf.{g ?d, ewisburg Brass
an

12/14 Penn View Singers
12/15 Making Stockings
12/15 Birthday Party!
12/16 Lewisburg 6th grade
Chorus

12/22 Jingle Bell Social
12/23 Holiday Poems
12/23 Banjo Man

12/ 24 Towas tlhe ni
before Christmas with
€ggnog

12/25 Christmas Poems
12/ 25 Movie, |0ltds
Wonder f ul Li fleo

. . 12/25 Holiday Sing - a-
For more details, call the activity department
at 523-4224. long
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PERSONAL CARE ACTIVITIES

PERSONAL CARE
12/6 Town Meeting

12/16 Christmas Carols

12/6 Christmas Carols 12/16 Derek Swartzen-
12/7 Penn View Singers truber

12/8 Free Hearing 12/18 Family Music
Screenings Program

12/8 Welcoming Committee 12/20 Sing - a- long with
12/9 Chat time with Maddie

Kathleen and Sandra 12/21 Penn View

12/9 Morning Star Singers Singers

12/14 Penn View Singers 12/22 Winter Social

12/15 Candlelight Dinner 12/22 Out to see the

12/15 Harvey and Ricky are Christmas Lights

back! 12/ 23 Movie,]| o

12/24 Christmas Eve
Service

12/28 Shady Grove
Singers

12/30 Manicures
12/ 31 New Yehr
Party!

For more details, call the activity department at 52239.

Wonder f ul Li [ e]lo
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HAPPENINGS IN IL

Tree Lighting and Finger Food Supper

Pl

The Christmas season at Buffalo Valley officially begins with a tree lighting
*- service December 8 at 5 p.m. Chaplain Cockley leads an inspirational service.
*. Then at 5:30 pm we partake of a traditional finger food supper. You are
encouraged to bring a food that can be eaten with the fingersd no silverware
allowed. It is always interesting to see how creative we are in preparing finger
* food. Reservations (523-4299) by December 5.

.’}.

* Christmas Party

*- We will gather at the Common at 2 p.m. on Saturday December 17 for the
annual Christmas Party. Joe Keller will lead the program which will include a
* sing-a-long. So tune up your vocal cords! Santa and Mrs. Claus are expected
to put in an appearance. Reservations (523-4299) are needed so the hostess
* knows how many refreshments to provide.

Christmas Lights

A trip to see the Christmas lights and decorations is planned for Thursday,

8 R R R R S S R

December 22. We go to Hossd6 for an ear sSup|
Those who have made reservations will be picked up at their homes at 3:45
p-m. Reservations (523-4299).
Christmas Dinner
Will you be eating alone on Chri st mas#bDay?

join other residents who will have no guests on Christmas Day. A menu is
planned, so when you make your reservation (524-5144) (Note: this number is
different than the reservation number ) you will be asked what you will bring.
* We begin with a short worship period around the Christmas tree at 1 p.m.

Deadline for reservations is Monday, Dec. 19. You do not have to bring place-
i mats or table settingsd just your appetite and a dish of food to share.
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HAPPENINGS IN IL (continued)

Special Program

Mark your calendar for Wednesday Dec. 28 at 2 p.m. for the re-
nowned ATwo Guyso wil/l be provi
For the newcomers, these NnNTwo
Pastor Frank Showers. Over the years when both of them lived in
Williamsport, this pair entertained us with programs. Pastor Showers
has retired and moved from the area, but will be back here for
Chri st mas. An afternoon you
be served, so we need reservations. (523-4299)

=

I

Game Day
For the un-busy days between Christmas and New Year, a game day

will be held at the Common on Thursday, Dec. 29. Bring a bag lunch
at noon and stay for an afternoon of games. No reservation is neces-
sary.

Activities
Recently, there has been a dearth of persons willing to take

responsibility for planning and carrying out plans for social activities.
A few people have had to do it all. What do you recommend we do? (1)
Have no social activities or (2) Have fewer activities (3) Would you
volunteer to host an event? Let your wishes be known. Call Sandra
Evans at 524-5144 or Betty Bomboy at 524-4335. In the meantime,
only one activity is planned for January.

:One day a cookie from a batch 18d:b
: Quickly our six year old neighbor picked up the big pieces and said,
:0OFinders eaters, |l osers sweepers.d
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A NEW BABY HAS ARRIVED!

Justine Day, housekeeper in PC, is the proud grandmother

of a beautiful baby girl named Greenleigh Makena. She

was born 11/16/11 weighing in at 8 Ibs, 1 oz and 20 inches

|l ong. The parents are Justin
They are very proud parents! This makes the 6th grand-

child for Justine. This Christmas will now be even more
special for all of them.

STAFF CHRISTMAS PARTIES!

A Christmas party will be held for staff this Wednesday, 12/7 starting at 11

in the conference room. Please bring a covered dish to share. It will be for all
3 shifts. It will be time for great food and great fellowship!

Maintenance will also be having a party for staff on Monday 12/19 i all food
will be provided! Just show up at the maintenance garage at 11:00 a.m! We will
see if the maintenance staff is at good at cooking as they are fixing things!

T FEA. 7

CHRISTMAS TREE

Randy did it again! He graciously donated a tree to our campus
for our enjoyment. Itisa 15 -foot Frasier Fur from his tree

farm. It is located in front of PC, by the main driveway into the
campus. It is decorated with lights, but it needs more orna-

ments. Everyone is welcome to bring in ornaments and hang them
on the tree for all to enjoy. Be sure to secure them, as we all

know how windy it can get in the valley!
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CHRISTMAS POEM

WHEN CHRISTMAS BELLS ARE RINGING

When Christmas bells are ringing
And Christmas carols sung,

When the holly and the mistletoe
From door and pane a

When Christmas gifts are piled high
Beneath the Christmas tree

And you feel content and happy
At the good things w

When Christmas bells are ringing

The carols old and true,

Of you, dear friend, l 6m thinking
And | send my wish to youé

Right from my heart it travels
Through the silent night
Upward...ever upward
To Godds throne of | ight@é

Then from heaven my wish comes stealing

Into your heart again,

And you hear the angel sbé message
Peace, good wi || to mene

When Christmas Bells are ringing
This is the prayer | send,

With theoldt i me Chr i st mas greetinge
Godods peace be yours, my friend.

Mrs. W. Baggott
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BVLYV Resident Linda Mertz (9 W Sycamore)

Organized a campus drive for Mostly Mutts (a no kill shelter)
Mertz, (a recent furry child foster parent-she adopted Logan
from Mostly Mutts), learned they were hit especially had after
the natural disasters this fall and with the upcoming holidays the
shelter was in desperate need of items. Mertz went door to door
meeting residents and requesting donations for the shelter which |
included used comforters, blankets, towels and bags of dog food.

The shelter was pleasantly surprised last Wednesday November - ‘
30 as Mertz was successful in collecting two truckloads of dona-

tions for the shelter.

For success...
by Valerie Jo Roberts

Leadership Recipe
1 wellrounded cup of Coaching Ability
1 heaping cup of perfect Trust and Confidence

An overflowing tablespoon of Motivation \ | ,
A pinch of Inspiration N\

A level teaspoon of Unselfishness R *=

A sprinkle of Graciousness =

A dash of Understanding in all

A double dash of active Listening

A shake of Flexibility L
Mix all the ingredients with a pint of sympathy/empathy
compassion,

patience and humility. Flavor with a bright attitude, a caring

character and a smile. Add a dose of effective communication and words
chosen with sagacity. Bake well all your life. Leadership serves all

and the outcome will be hope with respect.

Recipe notes: just remember we/you are human!
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