
Senior services, hospice and adoption are service areas where we deliver 
uncompensated care. Watch for giving opportunities to support these ministries. 

As part of Diakon’s charitable ministry, we provide $19.3 million 
in uncompensated care and service to people in need.  
 

As the second largest Lutheran social ministry 
organization in the nation, we are the arm of the church 
that serves the communities where you live, work and 
worship. I hope you share in my enthusiasm for the work 
we are able to do in Christ’s name.  
 
I am proud of the fact that we do not discharge residents 
whose financial resources are no longer able to pay for 
the full cost of care.  I am equally proud that we are able 
to offer many congregationally and community-based 
programs for children and families who might not 
otherwise be served.  
 
Nineteen million in uncompensated care is a figure that 
will be unsustainable without your charitable support.  We 
have come this far only with the loyal support of 
individuals, congregations and the community.  As the 
needs increase, your future support is even more critical.  
 
Thanks to you we are able to fulfill our Lord’s command to 
serve those among us who are most vulnerable.  Through 
the blessing of your support, the lives of people in your 
community are changed for the better every day! 
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our treasured donor, in recognition of your partnership in our mission. 

Our Mission 
 

In response to God’s love  
in Jesus Christ, Diakon  

Lutheran Social Ministries will 
demonstrate God’s command to 

love the neighbor through  
acts of service. 
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Dr. McKee 
emphasizes the 
importance of 
caring for the most 
vulnerable while 
holding his newest 
grandchild at a 
Heritage Society 
event. 

The Rev. Daun E. McKee, Ph. D. 
President and CEO 



Guarantee a lifetime income for yourself, 
save on current and future taxes and 
support the work of Diakon Lutheran 
Social Ministries 
with one action—
The Charitable Gift 
Annuity.  
 
 
 
The Charitable Gift Annuity offers you these 
potential benefits: 
 

• Provides a gift to your charitable 
     interest through Diakon Lutheran  
     Social Ministries 
• Increases your income 
• Qualifies you for a charitable  
     contribution deduction 
• Gives you fixed income payments for 

your lifetime 
• May reduce probate costs and estate 

taxes 
• Gives you the satisfaction of knowing 

that your money is working for you and 
others you designate. 

 

For example... 
Mr. and Mrs. William Fischer, wanted to express their 
gratitude and appreciation for the excellent care Bill’s mother 
received while a resident at Manatawny Manor, a  facility 
operated by Diakon Lutheran Social Ministries. They wanted 
to do something very special to help the ministry at 
Manatawny Manor, but felt that they needed to retain income 
for their retirement.  
 
Bill and Martha were pleased to discover that they could 
make a sizable gift to Manatawny Manor and actually 
increase their annual income for retirement. The Office of 
Advancement at Diakon Lutheran Social Ministries helped 
Bill and Martha set up a Charitable Gift Annuity using cash 
savings that were presently earning a low rate of interest. The 
Charitable Gift Annuity pays them the income they desire, 
grants them a tax advantage and provides a meaningful way 
to express their gratitude to Manatawny Manor. 
 

The Charitable Gift Annuity 
is an excellent vehicle for 
protecting income while 
supporting the ministry of 
Diakon Lutheran Social 
Ministries. 

Here are their statistics: 
Martha Fischer, age 74  
William Fischer, age 76   
 
Principal donated                                                 
Cost basis                                                                
Annuity rate 
Payment schedule 
       
Immediate Charitable Income Tax Deduction        
Annuity                
Tax-free portion of the annuity                                              
Balance of $719.25 taxed as ordinary income 
   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                  
Your situation may vary.  Call the  
Office of Advancement at 610-682-1219,  
717-795-0315 or toll free 1-888-582-2230 for 
additional information. You may also use the 
enclosed envelope.  Simply fill out the 
envelope and check The Charitable Gift 
Annuity box.  We can provide you with rate 
tables that are specific to your situation.  We 
would be pleased to discuss this gift plan with 
you.  
 

Donor Blessings is published by the Office of Advancement 
of Diakon Lutheran Social Ministries. Comments may be 
directed to Linda Maxon at 610-682-1220. 
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Take  Action 

Uniform Gift Annuity Rates* 
Single Life  

 

    Age                                     
          90 and over                   
          88                                   
          86                                   
          84                                   
          82                                     
          80                                     
          78                                     
          76                                     
          74                                     
          72                                     
          70                                     
 
* American Council of Gift Annuity Rates, effective 7/1/01

Rate % 
12.0 
11.4 
10.8 
10.1 
  9.4 
  8.9 
  8.4 
  8.0 
  7.7 
  7.4 
  7.2 
 

$25,000 
  25,000 
        7% 
Quarterly 
 
  $8,091.25 
    1,750.00 
    1,030.75 
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Meet Harry E. Kaiser, cottager at Buffalo 
Valley since 1992 and benefactor to the 
mission of Diakon Lutheran Social 
Services.  

 
Spend five 
minutes with 
Harry Kaiser 
and you will 
understand 
where his heart 
is.  Harry loves 
Mildred, his 
wife of nearly 
70 years who 
passed away in 
August of 2001. 
Harry loves 
music.  And 
Harry loves life 

at Buffalo Valley, a sentiment he expresses 
through philanthropy and volunteerism.  
 
In 1997, Harry and Mildred purchased a 
Charitable Gift Annuity benefiting  
Tressler Lutheran Services.  Harry doesn’t 
remember how he first heard about the 
benefits of the Charitable Gift Annuity, but he 
will be the first to tell you that it is an excellent 
investment vehicle if circumstances are right.  
“I would have had to have paid Capital Gains 
Tax on the entire amount of the gift,” he is 
quick to point out.  “Immediately I received 
more income and most of it was tax free.”  
 
Harry is a native of Montoursville, Pa., where 
he and Mildred were life-long members of 
Bethany Lutheran Church.  The decision to 
move to Buffalo Valley and support the 
mission with a generous gift was a natural for 
Harry.  “We’re Lutheran, and we belong to a 
Lutheran Church,” he says proudly. 
 
Supporting a ministry of compassionate care 

is important to Harry.  Mildred suffered a stroke 
in 2001 and spent the remaining months in the 
loving care of the Health Center at Buffalo 
Valley.  
 
His philanthropy doesn’t stop with one gift. 
Harry lives a life style that keeps on giving.  A 
self-taught musician, he played the guitar in the 
Sunday School Orchestra during the 1920’s and 
30’s.  In 1957 he fell in love with the organ, sold 
his guitar and later began volunteering his time 
at local senior centers and retirement homes.  
 
Today a new Hammond organ is the central 
feature of the Kaiser living room.  Harry 
practices daily, writing his own original 
arrangements.  He regularly shares his talent 
with the residents of RhodesMere, the assisted 
living center at Buffalo Valley on the organ he 
donated to the center.    
 
Harry remembers 
being aware of the 
ministry of Tressler 
Lutheran Services 
from the time he was 
a young boy.  “There 
was a family in our 
neighborhood and a 
couple of the 
children were taken 
in by the Tressler 
Orphanage during 
the 1920’s,” he 
recalls.  
 
A tool and dye maker for 30 years, Harry retired 
from Sylvania, Williamsport, in 1975.  Today, at 
age 90, he says, “I don’t know how much time I 
have left.”  But he is happy to share that time 
and his resources with the Lutheran 
organization that helps people in his 
community—Diakon Lutheran Social Ministries.  
 

Profile Donor  

Harry Kaiser discusses an 
investment opportunity with 
Donna Warman, Major Gift and 
Community Giving Director for 
Diakon Lutheran Social 
Ministries.  

An avid musician and faithful 
volunteer, Harry prepares a 
selection for the St. Patrick’s 
Day celebration at the 
RhodesMere Assisted Living 
Center. 








