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Marvin Butts – Diakon Youth Center

Marvin enjoyed his time out of school—so much so that he skipped classes on a regular basis. Eventually his truancy caught up with him and he was sent to a wilderness-based program in Boiling Springs, Pa., called the Diakon Youth Center.

Marvin found himself performing activities such as completing a 48-hour solo camping experience, climbing a 50-foot Alpine Tower, and scaling high- and low-ropes courses as a way of building motivation. 

Along the way he bonded with a counselor—Anthony—who helped to change his life. They found a common love for music and discussed styles and artists both enjoyed. Anthony shared his experiences as a former student himself at the Diakon Youth Center and how the program pointed him down a positive path in life. He explained to Marvin how the center “literally saved his life,” the reason he had decided to serve as a youth counselor himself. 

Slowly, Marvin began to see the value in seeking the positive in life. “No matter what age, if you’re six or 60, if you’ve got issues, you’ve got issues. If you need help, you need help. If there’s help out there, take the help,” he advises.

Today, just like his role model, Marvin works as a counselor for the center’s Weekend Alternative Program. In that position, he has the opportunity to change the course of other youths’ lives, sharing the story of how the youth center helped him put his life back on track. In fact, Marvin is now a college student studying for a career in multimedia design and computer technology.

“If it weren’t for Diakon I think that I would have dropped out of high school,” he says. “I don’t think that I’d be enrolled in college, I don’t think that I would have had this great opportunity to give back to the kids or to help the same people that helped me.”

