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Wooding Family – Diakon Adoption & Foster Care 

Jim and Brenda Wooding have learned that good things truly do come in small packages. The adoptive parents of four children, the Woodings have also served as foster parents for more than 25 children since 1996. 

“When you take the time to really understand the child and understand that as a foster parent, I’m not interfering, I’m here to help, it works out pretty good,” says Jim Wooding. “And the kids, they catch on.”

When you speak to the Woodings, it’s immediately obvious that this loving couple truly enjoys sharing their lives and home with children. That is why they offered a permanent home to four foster youths in need of a stable home. 

Six years ago, Quincy, currently 11 years of age, paved the groundwork for Jim and Brenda to open their home and heart to more children through adoption. In addition to Quincy, the Woodings have adopted Rasheena, 11, Tasheena, 10, and Tajay, eight. 

Through all their parenting adventures, the Woodings have counted on Diakon to provide support when needed. Beyond services offered by Diakon Adoption & Foster Care, the couple received assistance through Diakon Family Life Services. “I think Diakon does a great job when it comes to the kids. Especially when they need counseling,” says Brenda Wooding.

In his late 50s, Jim Wooding is at a stage in life when many people would be looking forward to retirement. But the couple truly believes caring for children is their purpose in life, one handed to them by God. 

“I believe that you don’t play with God.  If you say He can do it and you truly believe He can do it, you have to let him do it,” says Jim Wooding who, along with his wife, has communicated the importance of faith to their children.

A statement they heard Quincy tell another child gives them strength. “He said, ‘If there’s one thing I know for sure, it’s that God can protect me.’ If he knows that much, that will bring him home,” says Jim Wooding. 

