
Southeastern Pennsylvania

They met in 1978 as the first residents of Twining Village, 
a Diakon Lutheran Senior Living Community, Holland, Pa. 
Twenty-eight years later, they remain good friends. Jack Wicks 
and Violet Swartz, who have since both lost their spouses, have 
supported each other as they share many memories of life at the 
retirement community. 

Wicks enjoys every moment at Twining Village. A retired 
businessman and native of New Jersey, he and his wife, Phoebe, 
moved to Twining Village to be closer to a daughter living 
in New Hope. “In the late ’70s, there were not a whole lot of 
retirement communities to choose from and we just got lucky,” 
says Wicks. “The community was under construction and we 
liked the plans and the promises that they were making. The 
rest is history.”

Swartz echoes Wicks’ sentiments. She moved with her husband, 
Richard, from Maryland, where they owned a large property that 
eventually became too much to handle. “My brother spotted this 
community being constructed and when we traveled to see it, I 
knew this would be our next home,” she says. “We were the first 
residents to move in, and we lived alone here for three months. 
My husband was very active here with the Residents Association. 
We had happy years together here.”

Wicks, a world traveler for business, has co-authored a book, 
“On Being 90,” and has sold copies to friends and family. “It 
was very exciting to collaborate on this project with my friend 
Wayne Umbreit,” he says.

Both Wicks and Swartz appreciate having a health care center 
on campus. Mrs. Wicks had a stroke and when her husband 
couldn’t care for her any longer in their apartment, she moved 
into the nursing center. Wicks remains independent with the 
use of a walker. Swartz recently moved from her apartment 

to the nursing center. “I now require nursing care,” she says, “and though I hated giving up my 
apartment, at least I am able to stay in the community and still see my friends.”

And friends like Jack Wicks keep Swartz positive and happy every day. “We did a lot together for 
many years and really enjoyed each other’s company,” she recalls. “Our spouses passed away 12 years 
ago and we helped each other get through it. Jack always checked in on me and offered to buy me 
groceries when he went shopping. He is a caring person.”

Wish List
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Diakon Adult Day Services at Manatawny

Diakon Adoption & Foster Care

Diakon Hospice Saint John

Diakon Volunteer Home Care

Diakon Youth Center

Diakon Youth Services

Manatawny Manor, Pottstown, Pa.

Twining Village, Holland, Pa.

Manatawny Manor
• Computer with Internet access for  

resident use

• Seasonal altar cloths

• Run-about tilt-in-space wheelchairs

• Digital camera with printer

• 35mm camera with film

Diakon Adult Day 
Services at Manatawny
• Microwave

• Toaster

• Electronic shuffle board

• Big-screen television

Twining Village
• Digital camera

• DVD for lounges within each level of care

• Indoor shuffleboard court

• Piano for nursing care center

• Wall clocks for resident rooms

• Outdoor benches for shuffleboard court

• Waterfall fish pond

Jack Wicks

Violet Swartz



A c r o s s  D i a k o n

Roll in the New, Donate the Old 
When Diakon Lutheran Social Ministries began to replace 
all of its nursing care beds with new electric ones, staff 
members had no idea their decision would help people 
halfway around the world. When the two Diakon senior living 
communities in the Upper Susquehanna Synod—Ohesson 
Manor at Lewistown and Buffalo Valley Lutheran Village in 
Lewisburg—rolled in the new beds, the older electric and 
manual ones were rolled out and donated to several causes. 

Ohesson donated nearly 100 manual beds to the  
Upper Susquehanna Synod, which in turn sent  
them to Liberia.

“The hand of the Lord is in all of this,” says Dr. Robert 
Bradford, global missions facilitator for the synod. “This 
project came at a particularly good time.” Just as a group of 
synod volunteers returned from Liberia, where they helped 
to rebuild Curran Lutheran Hospital, Zorzor, damaged 
during the Liberian civil war, they received word of Diakon’s 

gift. “The volunteer work crew put a new roof on the 
hospital, replaced walls, laid new tile on the floor, and 
completed general renovations,” says Bradford. “It was 
ready to receive patients again—it just needed beds.” 
Rebels had stolen the beds and, without the means 
to replace them, the hospital could provide only 
outpatient care. But with Diakon’s contribution and 
the synod’s effort to help rebuild the war-torn country, 
the hospital will once again function as a hospital 
should. Responsible for shipping the beds to Liberia, 
the synod also has worked to raise funds to purchase 
new mattresses. 

“We are so pleased that our beds will be used to care 
for others, continuing Diakon’s mission to serve those in need,” 
says Cork Leiter, Ohesson Manor executive director.

Buffalo Valley’s donation of beds benefited those 
involved in a different reconstruction effort. 

Once a month, since Hurricane Katrina’s devastation of 
the Gulf Coast, volunteers from Christ Wesleyan Church, 
Milton, have been helping to rebuild area homes. During a 
recent trip, the crew transported five donated electric beds 
to offer to older adults or those with special physical needs. 
“We will be making life a whole lot easier for people,” says 
Russell Davis, facilities director at the church. The remaining 
13 electric beds, out of an 18-bed donation, may be used for 
the homebound and terminally ill among its 1,200-member 
congregation. The beds could also serve area individuals 
from all faiths as Christ Wesleyan Church participates in a 
community effort, the Hands Up Foundation. 

“This is just another example of how Diakon is resourceful in 
serving as many people as possible,” says John Allison, Buffalo 
Valley executive director.

Diakon Place: Helping to Change  
a Neighborhood

upper Susquehanna

In early October, Diakon staff and board leaders and 
local community and governmental officials dedicated 
Diakon Place, a major investment in an economically 
challenged East Baltimore neighborhood. Formerly 
an auto center and supermarket, the abandoned 
building, now completely refurbished, houses offices 
for Diakon Housing & Community Development and 
Diakon Family Life Services – Maryland and Diakon 
KidzStuff’s state-of-the-art child-care center.

Delaware–Maryland



A c r o s s  D i a k o n

Bereavement Camps Offer Safe Haven
For youngsters like Jessica Adamczyk, 11, Camp Evergreen, 
a Diakon Children’s Bereavement Program, provides a safe 
haven to explore and discuss the emotions experienced 
after a loved one dies.

“I came here to express my feelings and talk with the other 
kids and the counselors. My dad died in a car accident 
when I was just two years old and my friend, who was 8, 
just died in a four-wheeler accident,” says Adamczyk.

In the rural setting of Camp Kresge, White Haven, 
Adamczyk and approximately a dozen other campers, ages 
eight to 14, participated in a weekend camp this summer. 
Geared towards helping youngsters cope with loss through 
therapeutic activities and peer, counselor, and volunteer 
interaction, the camp helps children regain normalcy in life.

 “When participants meet other kids who have experienced 
loss, they know they are not alone,” says Christina Fedorko, 
children’s bereavement specialist and camp organizer. 
“They quickly bond and support each other throughout the 
weekend.”

Camp Evergreen offers a myriad of activities such as fishing, 
swimming, boating, sand art, creating memory boxes, 
journaling feelings, campfire time, planting flowers and 
a symbolic evergreen tree. Through informal and formal 
activities, children discuss their experiences with death 
with one another and the trained volunteers and counselors.

Diakon recently began an expansion of the program to 
enable more children to be served.

Violin’s Tradition Leads to Special Gift 
Every year Kim Elicker would buy a Christmas 

gift—usually a toy or a piece of clothing—for a 
child served by Diakon’s foster care program. As 

she perused this last year’s gift list, something 
caught her eye.

It was a request for a violin.

A musician, Elicker was intrigued. 
Just how serious was the child about 
playing? Investigating, she came to learn 

that a teenage girl, who had played the violin for six years, 
had made the request because her instrument had been 
sold when she entered foster care.

Touched by the youth’s situation, Elicker immediately 
approached her fellow musicians in the Hershey Symphony. 
One woman quickly raised her hand, offering to donate a 
violin that belonged to her.

“For her to say, ‘here,’ was a huge, huge thing,” says Elicker, 
noting that the instrument was more than 100 years old 
with an intriguing story behind it. “From the beginning, 
this violin was always given, never sold, except for its 
original purchase. The girl would be the fifth owner.”

The donor was no longer playing the violin and believed it 
was time to pass it on. “She wanted to keep the tradition 
of the violin alive and give it to someone who would 
appreciate it,” says Elicker. “She even cleaned up the violin 
and added new strings.”

The opportunity to share the holiday spirit with children 
and youths served by Diakon is a long-standing tradition 
at Zion Lutheran Church, Hummelstown. When Elicker 
returned to her congregation with news of the donated 
violin, other members stepped forward to make sure the 
gift included a new case, bow, shoulder pad, chin rest and 
other accessories, as well as Hershey Symphony tickets.

“It was very much a community gift,” Elicker insists. 
“Because I play the viola, I understood we would need the 
accessories if we wanted to make it a complete gift. With 
the donation of the violin, we were able to do that.”

The magnitude of the gift was not lost on the girl. When 
Kelly Smith of Diakon Adoption & Foster Care presented 
her with the gift, the youth “cried for several minutes and 
kept repeating that it was the best gift she had ever received. 
Ironically,” says Smith, “her high school orchestra concert 
was that same night and she was able to take the violin and 
play it at the concert.”

Zion’s members “have gone out of their way for years to 
ensure that kids get their specific requests,” adds Smith. “In 
this situation, they were able to make a miracle happen for a 
very special young lady.”

Twining Village Purchased

Lower Susquehanna Northeastern Pennsylvania

Southeastern Pennsylvania

Earlier in 2006, Diakon announced the purchase of Twining 
Village, a Continuing Care Retirement Community in 
Holland, Bucks County, Pa.
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Betty Renninger is proud of 
how her great-granddaughter, 
visiting with her on 
President’s Day, got lost in 
a book about the country’s 
first president. She is nearly 
as proud that the book came 
from a library she helps to 
maintain—the library at 
Manatawny Manor, a  
Diakon Lutheran Senior 
Living Community.

A resident of the assisted living community at the Pottstown senior 
living campus, Renninger takes pleasure in the fact the library’s 
collection could satisfy a young, curious mind. When she came to 
live at Manatawny Manor 14 years ago, the library consisted only of 
a handful of books, open just one day a week and dependent on a 
single volunteer to keep it going.

Today filling several walls of shelves, the library is open all day, 
thanks to Renninger and other resident volunteers who solicit 
donations, organize book sales, and promote the library. The 
group has even formed a book club to share their love of reading. 
The library is just part of what Betty Renninger finds appealing at 
Manatawny Manor. The family feeling, the countless friends she’s 
made, the fact that many members of her own family are close by all 
make the community just right for Renninger. 

“I like the idea that they offer many services,” she says. “The 
ministry is more defined here and I appreciate that.” She believed 
Manatawny Manor would be the perfect home for her because she 
knew she needed assistance with daily activities, yet wanted to 
remain as independent as possible. 

“I visited a half-dozen times before I came here to live,” she says. 
“One of the best things is the feeling of security. There is help right 
here if and when it’s needed.”

She praises staff members for helping residents to stay active and in 
touch with the local community, as well as national and worldwide 
events including involvement in relief efforts to help those affected 
by disasters such as Hurricane Katrina.

“There’s always something to do,” she says, “and lots of freedom to 
do what we want!”

Book Lover Finds  
the PerFect home  
For herseLF and  
her avocation

in memoriam

The following memorial gifts were received between  
October 22, 2005 and June 26, 2006. Diakon programs 
thank these donors within the Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Synod for their generous contributions.
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Gertrude Achatz
Keith and Linda Alderfe
Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. John Duff, Jr. 
Ms. Eleanor S. Leveille
Ms. Kathryn Shelly

Ethel Aiken 
Ms. Robin L. Miller

Mr. Adam Batz
Ms. Doreen M. Erb
Mr. and Mrs. Dominic A. Gentile
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Moyer
Pottstown Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery 

Associates, Inc.

Veronica Bunsa 
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Zane

John Chup 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel E. Ditzler
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin M. Nester
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard M. Norris
Mrs. Ester Papp
Unlimited Restoration Specialists, Inc.

Mr. Samuel Cosmo 
Ms. Ruth L. Fullaway

Elizabeth Cressman 
Mr. Richard A. Cressman

Robert Denovan 
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Roth
United Anesthesia Services

Teresa Esposito 
Mese. Angelica and Rose Sacco

Catherine M. Heenan 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Heenan, Sr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Martin K. Hurd
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Kelly 
Ms. Denise Leitner
Mr. George McGonagle 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert McGonagle

Ms. Emma E. Heimbach 
Mr. David Engle and  

Ms. Madeline McFadden
Ms. Evelyn M. Heimbach
Ms. Mary Jane Kehs
Mr. and Mrs. Russell U. Keyser, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth E. Webb

Mildred Kelly 
Mr. and Mrs. Lelan E. Haller, Jr.

Richard Kislan 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Oscovitch

Ms. Mary Levengood 
Mr. Eugene J. Huston, Jr.

Louis Luchetti 
Ms. Elizabeth Beech
Ms. Gina DeMarco 
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Hanratty 
Ms. Alice M. Lindsay 
Ms. Alicia Mack 
Ms. Maureen H. McNulty 
Ms. Mary Mullany

Ms. Mildred C. Mathews 
Mr. and Mrs. Davis Frantz
Wyeth Pharmaceuticals

Dr. George R. Matthews 
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey L. Azarva
Mr. and Mrs. Edward B. Cloues

Anna M. Miller 
Mr. Kerry D. Miller

William Mosiniak 
Mrs. Dorothy J. Mosiniak

James T. Murphy, Sr. 
Ms. Arsene Aka
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Burke
Ms. Ling-Wei Chung
Mr. and Mrs. Tencley D. Epps
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Fisher
Ms. Rose A. Fisher
Mr. and Mrs. George R. Hannigan
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen V. McLaughlin
Ms. Sarah N. Meldrum
Our Lady Of Fatima Home  

& School Association
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred J. Poplawski
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Trumbull

Ms. Stella M. Opiela 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur L. Dublin

Mr. John Pinkos 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Carr

George Roskos, Jr. 
Mr. Robert L. White

Jean Roth 
Mr. and Mrs. Keith W. Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Donald R. Lammers

Leonard Sabatino 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter H. Demkovitz

Andrew Sakse 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Hoffman

Nellie Saul 
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Gunden
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Occhiolini and Family

Ms. Evelyn Schad 
Mr. and Mrs. George F. Schad

Arlene K. Schmoyer
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald R. Kratzer

Mrs. June L. Sedlock 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Doney
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph R. Dougherty
Ms. Helen J. Duckworth
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Hess
Reni Kline Friends & Coworkers
Ms. Anna M. Reigner
Friends of June Sedlock
Ms. Bonita M. Stankunas
Ms. Brigitte E. Steck

R. Grace Smith 
Mr. Larry E. Rodman

Louis Strinati 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Litts

Mr. Edmund Suzenski 
Delta Industries Intl., Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Paschal C. Gazzillo
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hensley

Walter Veranda 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark F. Giner
Ms. Patricia Rovnack

Mr. Carl W. Woodland 
Ms. Elfriede Lederer

Stanley R. Yanulevich 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Bochenek
Ms. Kathy Bowman

In honor of the wedding of 

Ms. Donna S. Warman 
Mrs. Jan Finnegan

Betty Renninger


