
Older persons in Berks County who
want to lead active, healthy lives don’t

have to join their local health club to get
the exercise they want. 

For them, there’s the Active Older
Adults Program.

Since October 2000, area senior adults
have been participating in a range of sports-
focused activities including cycling, water
aerobics, strength training, roller-skating,
canoeing, kayaking, volleyball, and even
downhill skiing. The Active Older Adults
program is administered by Diakon as part
of Community Services for Seniors.

“We began this program as an expansion
of the traditional programs offered through
the senior centers,” explains Karen
Gottschall, Active Older Adults manager.
“We try to promote all the activities that
the American Council on Aging
says seniors should take part
in—endurance, strength,
flexibility, and stretching.
We have many activities
that encompass all of them.”

Each month, Gottschall
sees more than 200 to 250
seniors involved in these
activities, held in locations
ranging from colleges
and churches to
hotel pools.

“Doctors are
telling seniors to
do weight-bearing
and strength 
training-type 
exercise because it
is very good for
prevention of
osteoporosis,” she

says. “When we started our strength-train-
ing class, we had about eight people in the
program. Now we have some 200 seniors.”

The strength-training class isn’t the only
program activity that’s gained in participa-
tion and popularity. Another long-time
favorite is the senior cycling group,
Seasoned Spokes. 

“This group began before the Active
Older Adults program and has been together
for seven years,” explains Gottschall, adding
that 70 active members meet every Thursday
morning and cycle an average of 20 miles. 

“We have a ride leader and a sweep,” she
says. “The sweep’s job is to keep everyone
together.”

People throughout the Active Older
Adults program have taken on leadership
roles such as that of the sweep. “It is really

inspirational that they’ve stayed healthy
and vibrant enough to be peer-group
leaders,” says Gottschall of her 
senior volunteers. “Many of our
activities are led by older persons
with expertise in a specific sport.”

The program attracts seniors
because there is no membership

requirement and participation
costs are low. and some of
the program’s benefits,
she says, aren’t readily
measurable. 

“The really good
thing is that they are
with their peers.
They have formed
really good friend-
ships. This is an
excellent opportunity
for camaraderie.”

Active Older Adults Program participants
reap more than physical rewards

www.diakon.org
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Al Fiori, left, and Ray Kroc in the “mini-orchard” they planted.

Aspringtime labor of love will bring a
lifetime of fresh fruit and enjoyment

to residents of The Lutheran Home at
Topton.

Several residents of Luther Haven—
part of Topton’s retirement-living accom-
modations—spent several days in April
planting two dozen fruit trees in a grassy
plot near the campus community garden. 

Plans for the mini-orchard began to
take shape in conversations between resi-
dents Rudy Kroc and Al Fiori. A third
resident, Jim Daniels, helped with planting.

Developing an orchard was nothing
new for Kroc, who had owned several
hundred fruit trees that he had planted,
he says, as “a backup in case of early
retirement.” His vision for Topton’s
orchard intrigued Fiori, his neighbor.

Soon, the pair had negotiated with
campus administration for the right
space, selected and purchased the types
of trees they wanted, and rented an auger
to do the hardest part of the work—dig-
ging holes.“When we started planting, by

the third hole, I thought, ‘What have I
gotten myself into?’” Fiori says with a
chuckle.Today the trees are growing
nicely, tended with care by the trio,
who include watering, fertilizing, prun-
ing, and spraying as part of their job. 

When the trees mature, a variety of
plums, nectarines, pears, and apples will
be available. Some fruit will be ready
next year, notes Kroc, and will become
more plentiful in three to five years. 

According to the men’s plan, the
various types of trees have “pick dates”
ranging from early July—for golden
plums—to mid-September, for Acey
Mac® apples. The approximately 5,500-
square-foot orchard also boasts two
bluebird houses.

“We’re taking care of the trees for
now, and we hope that someone else
will take over when we’re gone because
you can’t just count on Mother
Nature,” Kroc says. “These trees should
be here for years to come for everyone
to enjoy.”

Residents create a ‘haven’
of fruit trees for the future
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Have you noticed a pattern within your
congregation in which small groups

of people seem to be doing everything? 
Is there limited financial support for

the congregation’s mission? 
If so, your congregation may benefit

from a new Family Life Services–
Northeastern Pennsylvania program that
helps the congregation discern what God
is calling it to do.

The Congregation-Driven Mission, or
CDM, program was begun as a way to help
congregations understand their mission
goals, says Jim Wesner, consultation services
coordinator.

The underlying premise is that “there is
a better response to mission goals when
the entire congregation has a say in what
the goals are,” he says.

Some signs that a congregation could
benefit from CDM include a lack of energy
or movement forward. “The council might
be at the point where they are doing most
of the ministry at the church and no one is
volunteering,” notes Wesner. 

Christ Lutheran Church of Lower Saucon
in Hellertown—which began the CDM
program a little more than one year ago—
had just completed a building program
and needed a jump-start. 

“We needed to re-energize around
something other than bricks and mortar,”
says the Rev. Thomas Vega-Neel, adding
that the congregation borders the grounds
of a recently closed Bethlehem Steel plant.
“It is going to be very important for us to
have our mission very clear in our minds
to help us reach out and address what are
going to be some pretty dramatic changes
in the community.”

When a congregation is ready to learn
more about the CDM process, the council
or the pastor contacts Diakon’s Family Life
Services–Northeastern Pennsylvania, which
is based at The Lutheran Home at Topton.

“We explain that CDM involves a 
paradigm shift in the way they think about
their role of leadership in the sense of
involving the entire congregation and not

having just the elected lay leadership or the
pastor set the direction for mission. They have
to buy into that,” Wesner says. “Sometimes
that is hard to do after years of the 
leadership doing everything in the church.”

Vega-Neel believes the change is good.
“[CDM] will challenge the council to be
more mission-oriented and be very involved
in the life of the congregation, instead of being
trustees,” he says. “We are changing their role,
moving them into becoming ministry enablers.”

Following initial involvement in the 
program, the congregation develops a time-
line of its history. “We ask them to go back a
significant number of years in their history
to recall important events in the life of the
congregation. To help get things started,
they might put on their timeline a building
addition, a favored pastor, or other widely
known events that add backbone to the
timeline,” says Wesner, explaining that the
timeline is posted so that members can add
meaningful information.

Family Life Services then holds a work-
shop in which members discuss the timeline
and even add to it. The review attempts to
answer the question, “Where have we been

Congregation-Driven Mission
Program helps congregations discern God’s call

called as God’s people?” That response
prompts members to answer two key addi-
tional questions, “Where are we called
now as God’s people?” and “Where is God
calling us to be in the future?” 

The one-day workshop is normally
held on a Sunday after the worship serv-
ice. “As a result of the workshop, people
start getting a concept of their church as a
mission ground, not only to people inside
the church, but also to people outside the
church,” says Wesner. “Through a series of
small and large group discussions, they
start coming up with a list of mission
goals. When they’ve narrowed the list to
four to eight goals, they prioritize them
and hand them off to council, standing
committees, or a task force for action plans
and implementation.”

When Jordan Lutheran Church in
Orefield held its workshop, nearly 90 people
showed up. “We had a lot of people. We
had a few new participants and some youth,”
remembers Bill Hendricks, a council 
member. “We developed so many small
groups and so many goals we had to set
up a second Sunday meeting.” 

Since that time, the congregation has
narrowed its goals and created a task force
for each. As the congregation continues the
process, Hendricks says he is hopeful more
people will become involved.

Jordan Lutheran’s pastor, the Rev. Don
Hayn, believes the Family Life Services
program can help to build the congrega-
tion’s ministry upon its members’ gifts. “In
theory, this could empower a whole lot more
ministry being done than can be done by
any one individual,” he says. “And it puts
the onus for the ministry on the people, as
opposed to the pastors.”

Family Life Services continues to provide
support after the workshop, contracting to
meet with council, standing committees,
or a task force to aid them in creating
actions plans to implement goals. 

“We don’t want council to wind up
with a list of goals and not know what to
do with them,” says Wesner. 

Jordan Lutheran Church
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When you believe in yourself and
work hard, anything is possible,”

says Christina Fedorko.
She has taken her advice to heart.
Medical social worker and children’s

bereavement coordinator for Diakon’s
Hospice Saint John, Fedorko has numerous
accomplishments—obtaining multiple 
educational degrees and certifications,
actively participating in community 
programs and organizations, and excelling
in professional positions—but recently
she added another achievement to her list.

She received the 2003 Business and
Professional Women’s Organization’s
Virginia Allen Young Careerist Award 
for Pennsylvania. 

The Young Careerist Program highlights
the accomplishments of successful men
and women between the ages of 21 and
35. This year’s seven contestants were
judged on accomplishments, written
essays, personal interviews, and public
speaking around the theme “Imagine,
Believe, and Achieve.” 

The topic allowed Fedorko to discuss
how she provides grief counseling
bereavement services to children and
teens throughout 14 northeastern
Pennsylvania counties. 

“I spoke in depth about my role in
[Hospice Saint John’s] children’s bereavement
program,” says Fedorko, who spearheaded
the development and implementation of
the children’s program. 

“I like working with children and
teenagers. It is very important—especially
with grief. They are at a critical age where
how they cope with a loss can determine
how they will cope with other loss issues
throughout life.”

“Christina brings a wealth of experience,
enthusiasm, and a love for children to
Hospice Saint John, with a true desire to
help children through a very difficult time
in their life,” says Deborah Search, hospice
executive director. “We have a great deal
of pride in Christina’s achievements and we
are behind her and all that she represents as
we all work together for end-of-life care.”

Although Fedorko’s hospice work is
very noteworthy, says Jennifer Forrest,
2003 chair for BPW/PA’s Young Careerist
Program, Fedorko won the award also
because she “is a dynamic, bright, and
charming young woman who represents
the best qualities in today’s young profes-
sionals in the business world. She has a
solid resume and bio, good interviewing
skills, and exceptional public-speaking
skills. She stayed calm and confident as
she conveyed her message to the crowd at
the state conference.”

While Fedorko excelled at the 
conference, she says she wouldn’t have
entered the competition without the 
support of others.

“I am a member of the Greater
Hazleton Area BPW and I attended a
meeting in which the District 8 director
mentioned the Young Careerist Program. 
I was initially compelled by the program,

Christina Fedorko’s work with Hospice
Saint John has resulted in expanded
services for youths.

Hospice Saint John’s bereavement
program recently developed a new 
support group for teenagers between 13
and 18 who have suffered the loss of a
loved one. The first group met in August
at Trinity Lutheran Church in Hazleton. 

The group encourages teens to share
their feelings with others who have
experienced similar loss. The youths
also complete a memory book of writ-
ings and drawings about their feelings
and the changes they have experienced.

“When faced with an untimely
death of a loved one, teens often have
many emotions that can be overwhelm-
ing and confusing,” says Fedorko, who
adds that older youths often communi-
cate feelings in ways different from
those used by younger children or
adults. “We are hopeful that specifically
targeting the needs of young people will
help them cope with their grief.”

The group will meet regularly if
there is sufficient interest. To register
for the free program or to request addi-
tional information, readers should call
Hospice Saint John at 1-877-438-3511.

“ but I didn’t decide to enter the competi-
tion until I received encouragement from
my BPW peers. It wasn’t until I entered
the state competition that I realized how
big the program truly is,” she says.

And, for her, it became even bigger. 
Having advanced through local, 

district, and now state competition,
Fedorko represented Pennsylvania at the
BPW/USA national conference in July.

There, competing among the top 
candidates, she received a certificate of
honor as well as the 2003 National Judges’
Choice Award for her first-place interview.

The experience has been one she will
not soon forget. “I am very happy…It is
truly an honor.”

Christina Fedorko

Hospice staffer gains national honors
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Two or three years ago, most 
Luther Crest Retirement Community

residents didn’t know much about
bluebirds. 

That all changed when a member of
the Retired and Senior Volunteer
Program —a local program Diakon
coordinates and houses on Luther Crest’s
Allentown campus—visited the retirement
community and shared all he knew
about the 
colorful songbirds.

Before long, several residents were
hard at work in the woodshop making
houses in the hope they could attract
bluebirds to campus. Soon a half
dozen or so bird shelters were mounted
on fencing along the north side of 
the property.

Resident William Bartholomew
remembers that the area needed some-
thing more. “A group of residents gave
funds for a tree and Luther Crest added
nine flowering pear trees along the
road,” he says.

The following spring, when residents
were sure bluebirds were nesting in their
new homes, they requested a new name
for the area: “If this will be a bluebird
haven, let’s call it Blue Bird Lane.” 

Their request was honored and now
Luther Crest residents walk the campus
perimeter, enjoying the benefits of 
exercise and the “new neighbors” of
Blue Bird Lane.

As part of Luther Crest Retirement
Community’s 2003 Legislative Series,

eight residents climbed aboard a bus this
summer and headed to Harrisburg to meet
with Sen. Lisa Boscola (D-18).

Accompanied by former employee and
now active volunteer Lois Eisenhard, the
group shared their views on current legis-
lation with Boscola, toured the Capitol,
and experienced the legislature in session.

The residents are interested in politics
and actively participate in Luther Crest’s
legislative endeavors, says Mary Louise
Drosdak, activities coordinator. “This trip
is just one way in which we hope to
keep them actively involved.” 

Luther Crest’s legislative series
includes additional opportunities for
Lehigh Valley legislators to visit the
Allentown retirement campus to share
their views and address residents’
questions and concerns. Rep. Julie
Harhart (R-183) will visit in
September, while Sen. Charlie Dent

Bluebirds
among newest
Luther Crest
residents

Residents show interest in
legislative process

(R-16) and Rep. Pat Browne (R-131) will
be at Luther Crest on Oct. 18 for the
community’s annual health fair.

Luther Crest residents in front of state Capitol.

Luther Crest celebrates 20th anniversary
Diakon’s Luther Crest Retirement Community, Allentown, is celebrating its 20th anniversary. Among events
was a reception this summer attended by 150 residents, administrative and Diakon staff members, and area
dignitaries. On left, Jeanne Oski, left, Luther Crest executive director, speaks with resident Ruth Ludivico. On
right, resident Judith Diehl, left, talks with the Rev. James H. Wolford, associate to Bishop David Strobel of
the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod.



6

WISH LIST
The following Diakon programs can use
your assistance! If you are able to donate
any of these items or provide funding 
for their purchase, please contact 
Diakon’s Office of Advancement at 
1-888-582-2230, ext. 1219. Thank you!

Adoption Services
Proxima projector ($2,000)
Digital camera ($400 - $500)
Digital camcorder
Overhead projector and screen
Photo albums and scrap books

Caum Assisted Living
Computer for residents
Outdoor benches
Cushions for outdoor furniture

Community Services for Seniors -
Berks County
Sofa
Answering machine
Small insulated coolers for meal delivery
to the homebound
Piano
Paper shredder

Hospice Saint John
Baby monitors ($25 each)

Pill organizers (daily and weekly organizers)
Blenders
Pill crushers
Adult disposable diapers (large)
Chux (blue pads for bed or chair)

The Lutheran Home at Topton
High-low electrical beds (10 @ $13,000 each)
Mechanical lifts, sit-stand
Fireplace Halogen insert
Beauty shop chairs and dryers
VCR and DVD players

Luther Crest Retirement Community
Window treatments for main dining room
($8,000)
Wall hangings/paintings for assisted living
($10,000)
Fitness equipment ($10,000)
High-low electric beds for health care 
center ($15,000 each)
Putting green ($18,000)
Landscaping enhancements ($25,000)

Lutherwood
Drapes - Pool table cover (community room)
Clocks for common areas (six)
Artwork for common areas 

Pocono Lutheran Village
Aquarium
Lighting for flag pole
Gazebo ($2,500)
French doors for side dining room

Pregnancy Services and TresslerCare
Foster Care (Topton)
Highchairs, car seats, Pac’n play (new)
Diapers and formula
Disposable cameras with flash
Duffle bags; bath items (body wash, soap,
lotion, shampoo)
Crayola Wonder Packets (set of Crayola
markers and special paper)
Gift-wrap and birthday and get-well cards

Saint Luke Village
Dining room draperies ($8,000)
Resident room chairs (26 @ $475 each)
Courtyard plantings
Courtyard benches ($500)
Prints for walls
Shower stretcher ($1,000)
Reclining shower chairs ($325)

Volunteer Home Care
Display board ($230)
More volunteers, all locations

In July, Luther Crest Retirement Community
residents literally took another step

toward wellness for life by participating in
a kick-off for the Allentown retirement
community’s new walking program.

Sponsored by the community’s rehabili-
tation department and led by Heather
Swierczek, physical therapist, the Luther
Crest Walk Fit League is meant to help 
residents improve their cardiovascular
health and promote weight loss. 

“A lot of our residents already walk
actively on their own,” says Swierczek.
“Our walking program, which runs two to
three days a week for one-half hour, is a
way for residents to get to know each other
and for me to know them.”

Swierczek, who mapped out the walk’s

route, is teaching participants
to take their pulse and to 
recognize the signs and
symptoms of stress. 

“I’ve tailored the pro-
gram so people can join in
or leave the course as they
like,” she says. “I want to
focus on people who enjoy
walking, but also motivate
residents who never thought of
walking as a positive form of
exercise. For other residents
who want a personalized 
program rather than a group
session, I will help them
design a program that they
can do on their own.”

Luther Crest Walk Fit 
League promotes wellness
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SERVICE-TO-DATE

College is an adjustment for every student.
Yet imagine what college would be

like if you were 14 years old, had lived on
a farm all your life, and had just graduated
from a one-room schoolhouse.

For Edna (Bear) Best, no imagination is
necessary. 

That was her childhood, and life con-
tinues to be just as amazing for the Luther
Crest resident, who recently turned 100.

Best was one of four children born to
Peter and Alice Bear. Her father believed
strongly in education and sent all of his
children to school to become teachers. Best
entered Kutztown Normal School—today’s
Kutztown University—in 1917 and was
graduated four years later with her teach-
ing degree. 

“There wasn’t too much difference in age
between me and my students [when I
started],” she says, laughing. “I taught for
18 years.”

During that time, Best also took care of
her ailing parents. Unlike most women of
her day, she put off thoughts of marriage as
she focused on her family and job. But
when she turned 36, she met Charles Best,
a widower with two children, and decided
it was time to settle down. 

“I got married and I had three people to
please,” she says with a smile, remember-
ing that she didn’t know how to cook. “I
told the daughter [who was doing the

cooking] to keep doing what you’re doing,
and I’ll learn!”

In the 17 years of marriage that followed,
Best and her husband would have two
children of their own. When she was wid-
owed at age 53, she thought to herself, “If
only I’m here until [my children] are grown.”
She never imagined she’d live to see six
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren
—and reach her 100th birthday!

Now in her sixteenth year as a Luther
Crest resident, Best—who lives in her own
apartment—exhibits the same strength she
has shown throughout her life. “I still
manage, though I need help,” she says.

The centenarian stays active by visiting
with friends, playing cards, watching sports,
reading, and doing crossword puzzles. She
also walks to the dining room every
evening for dinner.

The lives she has touched in her 100
years were evident during a surprise party
in June. Planned by residents of her Luther
Crest building, the event was held in the
lounge to accommodate the many friends
and family members—and even a former
student—who attended the celebration. 

The many well wishes and notes of con-
gratulations, she says, caused her to stop
and think, “‘Throughout my life, I’ve gone
into everything inexperienced. But, some-
how, I made a success of it.’ My goodness—
the Lord has been with me all my life.”

‘Inexperienced,’ Luther Crest 
resident makes it to 100 years of age!

Edna Best

Each year, Diakon Lutheran Social
Ministries touches the lives of thousands
of persons throughout northeastern
Pennsylvania. From Jan. 1 through
June 30, the number of persons served
regionally totaled more than 21,000. 

Berks County 
Community Outreach Services
3,928 persons

Caum Assisted Living, Reading
40 persons

Congregational Advocacy
56 persons

Family Life Services
4,524 persons

Diakon Adoption Services, Topton
296 families

Hospice Saint John
1,037 patients and families

Luther Crest Retirement
Community, Allentown
385 persons

Luther Ridge at Seiders Hill, Pottsville
118 persons

Lutherwood, Scranton
137 persons

Pocono Lutheran Village
East Stroudsburg
117 persons

Pregnancy Services
Nine birthmothers counseled

RSVP
964 volunteers

The Lutheran Home at Topton
675 persons

TresslerCare Foster Care, Topton
74 youths in north- and southeastern Pa.

TresslerCare Wilderness
and other services, 40 youths

Saint Luke Village, Hazleton
516 persons

Schuylkill County 
Community Outreach Services
8,007 persons 

Volunteer Home Care (all regions)
599 persons
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summer volunteering in Luther Crest’s
office and gift shop and delivering the mail.
Just three months later, she moved in. “I
tried six other places; I even had a deposit
on one I liked in Florida,” says Fagan, who
continues her volunteer efforts as a resident.
“At no place else were the people happy.
Here, everyone is happy. When you walk
into a room, everybody says hello.”

She also harbored the fear she wasn’t old
enough for a retirement community. “It’s
not that way at all. It’s what you make of it,”
she notes. “I am very busy. Even my daughter
says she never dreamed she’d have to make
an appointment to see her own mother!”

Another busy resident volunteer is Jean
Lee, who spent seven years volunteering at
Luther Crest before moving in nearly five
years ago. “My husband and I always liked
[Luther Crest], and we liked the area,” says
Lee, a native New Yorker.

She was volunteering at a local hospital
when she inquired about similar opportunities
at Luther Crest. “I walked in the door and
the front-desk person called the volunteer

Volunteering leads to new home

NEEDS
Clients in the Hazleton, Lehighton,

Palmerton, Panther Valley, Weatherly,
and Tamaqua areas await volunteers
who want to provide transportation to
physician appointments, grocery
shopping, or to visit friends or rela-
tives. Also needed are people willing
to be a listening ear for a homebound
person or to run errands to grocery
stores and pharmacies for a couple
who no longer can drive a car. 

Since 1991, volunteers with
Diakon’s Volunteer Home Care in the
northern tier of the Northeastern
Pennsylvania Synod have given more
than 80,000 hours of their time to
supply such services. If you think you
can help, please call Edith Thrash,
program manager, at 
1-888-660-2566.Tama Carey, left, and Ann Molesevich recently joined Diakon Lutheran Social Ministries as regional vice

presidents for Retirement and Health Care Services. Carey oversees Diakon’s Continuing Care Retirement
Communities, while Molesevich is responsible for operations at the agency’s numerous assisted living and
skilled care facilities.

coordinator
right away,”
she remem-
bers. “Every
Tuesday and
Wednesday
after that from
8:30 to 4:00, I did an assortment of jobs.”

In 1997 when Lee developed macular
degeneration, she and her husband made the
decision to move into Luther Crest. “Everyone
was so nice here,” she says. “Working in 
personal care and the health center, I liked
the care I saw everyone receiving.”

Although Lee’s husband died one and
a half years later, she continued to volunteer
even as her sight diminished. “I have
peripheral vision, and I know my way
around,” she says. 

Today she spends two to three days a
week handing out water and ice in the
health center and taking people to activities. 

“Since I had such a wonderful life, I’d be
a nut if I couldn’t volunteer,” she says. “I just
thank the Lord every day that I can do it.”

Deliberating a move to a retirement
community conjures up many questions

for people—Will I be happy? What will my
life be like? Am I old enough?

While many choose to make their decision
based on instinct or the recommendation
of family and friends, two Luther Crest
Retirement Community residents chose a
different method to evaluate their new home.

Both Dorothy Fagan and Jean Lee 
volunteered their time and energy to the
retirement community to obtain first-hand
knowledge of life at Luther Crest.

“I volunteered so I could see what Luther
Crest was like,” says Fagan, who moved to

the Allentown
area last year
after having
lived in Florida
for 22 years. 
“I questioned
people all 
the time.”

A widow,
Fagan spent last

Dorothy Fagan

Jean Lee

Regional retirement services vice presidents named
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The first time Carolyn Underkoffler met
the elderly woman, she realized the

woman needed more than just someone to
visit with her.

“She loves to read, but needs large-print
books,” says Underkoffler, who quickly
volunteered to help. “Once a month I pick
up books for her at the library, and we sit
and talk.”

Her visits with the woman, who lives
alone, have continued for more than a year
and the two have developed their own
friendship and communication style, says
Underkoffler. “I spend anywhere from one-
half hour to 45 minutes with her,” she says.

This is just one example of how
Underkoffler, team coordinator for Diakon’s
Volunteer Home Care in the Williams Valley
area, and other volunteers help their neighbors. 

“Many times our clients and volunteers

develop good solid relationships and
friendships,” she says. “It is always nice to
have a friendly face and voice there when
you don’t feel good.”

Underkoffler works with volunteers
from more than a dozen congregations in
the Williams Valley area. “I call them the
‘cream of the crop.’ They are the ‘best of
the best,’” she says of the 36 volunteers,
most of whom are involved in transporting
clients. “I can’t say enough about how gen-
erous they are with their time and their
caring for these people.”

Always on the lookout for more volun-
teers to help with the outreach ministry,
Underkoffler says everyone is welcome. 

“I believe that God puts something in
you to call you to be of service to other
people,” she says. “Sometimes the tiniest
things we do are the most meaningful.”

Williams Valley VHC
Smallest volunteer efforts
can be the most meaningful

Volunteer Home Care is a near-
perfect example of what shared

ministry can and should be,” says the
Rev. Scott Lingenfelter.

Former pastor of Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church in Ashland and now
pastor of New Life Lutheran Church in
New Tripoli, Lingenfelter refers to Diakon’s
Schuylkill and upper Dauphin counties
program, which relies on volunteers from
local communities and congregations to
provide non-medical assistance to clients.

“We’re rooted in the congregations in
the community,” explains Lois Sterling,
program manager for the Schuylkill-
Dauphin VHC. “We have many volunteers
from different denominations, but they
all come together with one mission—to

Donations of time and money needed to
sustain Volunteer Home Care program

provide support to a friend, a neighbor, 
in need.”

Volunteer Home Care services include
companionship, letter writing, telephone
reassurance, errands, transportation, light
household and outside chores, assistance
with financial forms, meal preparation, and
minor repairs, all provided at not cost to
the individual.

The Schuylkill-Dauphin program has
eight geographic teams serving its region.
Volunteer Home Care also maintains pro-
gram offices in Berks and Luzerne counties
that serve those and surrounding areas.

“We are growing, but we are limited in
funding,” adds Sterling. “We have paid
program staff. We provide volunteer liability
insurance, mileage reimbursement, and

educational and recruitment tools. Our
contributions are so important in contin-
uing this outreach ministry for both
volunteers and clients.”

Volunteer Home Care provides an
ideal opportunity for members to fulfill
Jesus’ command to love God and love
your neighbor, says Lingenfelter. “These
expressions are just everyday things
that so many of us take for granted.
There are folks out there who cannot
get to a doctor’s appointment or use a
dust cloth or who just feel lonely,” he
says. “Volunteer Home Care is the
matching process. It recognizes needs of
individuals in our community and
matches those needs with the gifts of
congregational members.”

“

Two American flags recently made
the journey from atop the Capitol

in Washington, D.C., to the flagpole
at Pocono Lutheran Village.

The flags had been flown above the
Capitol on Veteran’s Day last year. With
the assistance of U.S. Sen. Arlen
Specter (R-Pa.), they were dedicated at
Pocono Lutheran on Flag Day this year.

Pocono Lutheran
Village hosts Flag
Day ceremony
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Pennsylvania Gov. Edward G. Rendell
recently held a town meeting with

approximately 200 older persons and 
community leaders at the Pottsville Senior
Center in Schuylkill County. 

Diakon Lutheran Social Ministries
sponsors the center, and a number of
agency staff participated in the event.

Rendell visited the city to discuss the
Pharmaceutical Assistance Contract for the
Elderly, or PACE, as well as proposed state
plans to lower property taxes. 

Those present asked a variety of questions
on medical care and prescription drug 

coverage, including possible coordination
among state and federal governments should
the U.S. implement its own prescription
plan. Rendell said he believes federal money
would augment state programs and most
likely provide better benefits for seniors. 

Following his presentation, the governor
took time to meet members of the center
as well as area residents. 

The Diakon-administered senior center
is funded under a contract with the
Schuylkill County Office of Senior Services
and the Schuylkill County Board of
Commissioners.

Pennsylvania Gov. Edward
Rendell poses with Diakon staff
members Linda Ciampi, center,
and Rita Rousseau during the
governor’s recent visit to the
Diakon-sponsored Pottsville
Senior Center. Ciampi is senior
vice president for Diakon’s
Congregation, Children, and
Family Services while Rousseau
is executive director for
Community Outreach Services.

Rendell visits Diakon site

Numerous landmarks will highlight this
year’s Schuylkill County Miles for

Meals on Wheel historically focused walking
tour, set for Sunday, Sept. 21, in Ashland.

The annual walk—now in its sixth year—
helps to fund special holiday meals for those
who receive meals-on-wheels services.

Walk participants will learn about
Ashland, first known as Patterson’s Folly, in
the 1840s and how it developed into a
prosperous community of 8,000 by the
1920s. The town served as a major stop for
lodging and entertainment on the Centre
Turnpike that stretched between Reading
and Sunbury.

Walkers also will learn how the mining
industry influenced the development of
northern Schuylkill County. Participants
will visit several landmarks including the
Pioneer Tunnel—one of Pennsylvania’s top
tourist attractions—the Mother’s Memorial,
and the Albert L. Laubenstein home. The
tour will begin at the Pioneer Tunnel.

The Schuylkill County Meals on Wheels
program, administered by Diakon, provides
hot, nutritious meals to individuals as they
strive to live independently in their homes.
Approximately 90 percent of those receiving
meals are age 60 or over. Currently, more
than 300 volunteers deliver hot meals to
some 500 clients.

For information on the walk, readers may
call (570) 621-7309 or 1-800-621-MEAL.

Miles for Meals
on Wheels arrives
in Ashland

Michelle Klusman and Kathy Leahy, Community
Outreach Services–Schuylkill County program
managers, ride the “Molly Trolley” during the 2003
Miles for Meals on Wheels event.

The second annual Evening of
Thanksgiving, the dinner and silent

auction in support of Luther Ridge at
Seiders Hill and Volunteer Home Care in
Schuylkill County, will take place on
Thursday, Nov. 14, at the Pottsville Club.
The event begins at 5:30 p.m.

This year’s goal is to raise $55,000 to
support benevolent care at Luther Ridge
and provide a “help connection” for
Volunteer Home Care clients. Luther Ridge at
Seiders Hill offers assisted living accommo-
dations and serves as base for Community
Outreach Services in Schuylkill County,
including Volunteer Home Care. 

Volunteer Home Care provides 
non-medical assistance to people in 
need of short-term or intermittent care 
in their home. Services may include
errands, companionship, telephone 
reassurance, light household chores, meal
preparation, or transportation assistance. 

In 2003, Luther Ridge at Seiders Hill
will offer more than $200,000 in benevo-
lent care to residents, while to continue
the no-fee-for-service Volunteer Home
Care program, an additional $24,000
must be raised for its budget.

The evening’s guest speaker will be 
former state Sen. Frederick H. 
Hobbs, Esq. For more 
information, readers should 
call (570) 621-7200.

Evening of Thanksgiving
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How does a former college professor,
skilled bridge player, first-rate baker,

devoted mother, and civic-minded woman
fill her days now that she’s 95? 

If you ask Pearl Bright, a resident of
Diakon’s Caum Assisted Living in Reading,
she’ll tell you it’s really not that hard. Just
stay interested and involved in life as much
as possible and don’t worry about your age.

“I don’t keep track of my age,” Bright
says emphatically. “What’s more important
are your interests, your abilities, and your
education.”

An advocate of lifelong learning, Bright
finished her high school education early—at
age 15—then went on to earn a bachelor’s
degree from Cedar Crest College. She put
education on hold while her two daughters
were growing up, but then completed her
master’s in education at Temple University. 

In the 1950s and ’60s, she taught home
economics at Albright College and eventually
chaired the department. One of her responsi-
bilities was to supervise student teachers.

“I really liked working with the student
teachers, and I like to think that I influenced
them in good ways,” she says.

“Pearl’s skills in homemaking were fabled
among her friends,” says her friend, Pat
Hummel. “She made special Christmas
goodies and delectable pies, muffins, and
other baked goods. and she really made a
lot of us more conscious of food values and
nutrition.”

Bright admits to being a regular walker—
“outside when it’s nice and up and down
the halls when it’s not”—and has a special
daily exercise routine. She reads the news-
paper every day, goes to church regularly,
and plays bridge twice a week. Crossword

Voting for a ‘Bright’ future

Pearl Bright

puzzles are also a favorite pastime. 
Among the many photos and mementoes

in Bright’s room is a framed letter from 
former Pennsylvania Governor Tom Ridge
in which she is named to the “Pennsylvania
Voter Hall of Fame.” The honor was
bestowed on Bright in 2000 for having
voted consecutively over the last 50 years
in every November election.

“I never miss the chance to vote,” she
says. “It’s important to be involved in what’s
going on around you.”

When you think of a festival, food, fun
and games naturally come to mind.

And they are exactly what you’ll find at the
107th Anniversary Day Harvest Festival at
The Lutheran Home at Topton, set for
Saturday, Sept. 21. Anniversary Day will
feature activities, contests, and entertainment
for the entire family. Activities begin at 8
a.m. and continue through 4 p.m.

This event this year will feature perform-
ances by the Anniversary Day Chorus—a
singing group composed of residents and
staff members of the Topton campus—the
Allentown Band, and the Luther Haven

Players, a theater group consisting of
residents of the Topton campus’s 
retirement-living community. 

Other events include a 
bake-off contest featuring lemon

recipes, scarecrow-decorating contest,
craft sales and flea market,

Brandywine Library book
sale, and lots of

homemade

food, including a country breakfast.
Entertainment for children will include

games and face painting as well as the
annual Teddy Bear Parade whose theme is
“Children Around the World Celebrating
Cultures,” sponsored by Diakon’s
TresslerCare Foster Care-Topton program.
Additional activities will include the Marion
Gehman puppets, a petting zoo, and kite
building and flying demonstrations by the
Lehigh Valley Kite Society.

Attendees will be able to visit retirement
accommodations, as well as the historic
Christmas Putz, on the Topton campus.
The event also serves as a reunion for The
Lutheran Home at Topton Alumni
Association and families involved in the
foster care and adoption programs. 

During the reunion, alumni association
member Donald Gum will unveil a scale
replica he created of The Lutheran
Orphans’ Home.

Anniversary Day proceeds will benefit
the dementia and memory support programs
on the Topton campus.

Kite demonstrations to be part of Anniversay Day
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At first some of the young students were
“scared.” And, as a matter of fact, some

of the older people were “uncertain” as well.
But it didn’t take long for the third-

graders from Arlington Elementary in the
Stroudsburg Area School District and the
residents of Diakon’s Pocono Lutheran
Village to warm up to each other—so
much so that by the end of the special
social studies project they undertook
together this spring, they were calling one
another “friend” and planning summer vis-
its and letter writing.

The intergenerational interaction
“evolved out of a social studies project in
which we were looking for a way to help
our community,” explains Dave Howell,
the third-grade teacher who developed
the project with Pocono Lutheran’s 
activities director, Leslie Berger. 

“We started with a list of ideas and the
kids picked helping the elderly as what
they wanted to do.”

Spanning several visits by the students

to the East Stroudsburg assisted living
community and one visit by residents to
third-grade classrooms, the project was
designed to encourage communication
and sharing between the two generations.
It involved 52 students and about a dozen
residents.

On their initial visit to Pocono Lutheran,
the students were asked to bring along a
shoebox filled with things important to
them. They talked with staff members
about aging and then were teamed with
individual residents. Both age groups took
time to get acquainted, an activity that
involved sharing and story-telling.
Residents took their new young friends to
their rooms and shared personal memen-
toes with them.

“The kids learned about things like going
to a one-room schoolhouse and having to
leave school to work during the Depression,”
Howell says. “They talked about how prices
have changed, how a candy bar used to cost
a penny. One resident told about growing up

in England. Another was a native of
Germany. Another talked about being an
RAF pilot. They were very open and shared
so much with our students.”

Berger says on their visits to Pocono
Lutheran, the children were always well
behaved and polite. They were good 
listeners, she adds, and kept journals
throughout the project to write about the
experience and their feelings.

“I tried to help the kids understand
assisted living by explaining that our resi-
dents were like them in some ways,” Berger
says. The children “have their own room at
home with their own things, but they live
with their parents because they still need
help with some things. Our residents are in
the same situation,” in that they require
some assistance with day-to-day tasks.

Howell says he also was very interested
in making an academic connection between
the two groups. When the residents came
to the school, they read to the students
and played a math game. 

Beyond that, he feels the students also
learned valuable life lessons.

“We had to deal with illness and even
death, when one of the residents lost her
son during the course of our project,”
Howell says. “When a resident was hospi-
talized, they sent get-well cards. They
came to really care about these people.”

Howell says there were some tears on
the last visit, and promises to write and
visit, which have been kept this summer.
The students presented signed and lami-
nated pictures of themselves with the 
residents as parting gifts.

“In their comments after the project
ended, students said things such as ‘I’ve
found a new friend’ and ‘I never knew the
elderly could be so with it,’” Howell says.
“It was a wonderful experience, and I
would love to repeat it next year.”

Berger agrees. “It was just extraordinary,
bringing them together in this way,” she
says. “We need to keep doing things like
this. Otherwise history will be lost if there
isn’t a connection between the generations.”

Pocono Lutheran Village-Elementary school program
Lessons learned and friendships forged

Friendships span years in Pocono Lutheran Village program.

 



IN MEMORY OF
DONATED BY

Lester E. Aagaard
Ms. Elaine A. Sales

Stanley Adomiak
Mrs. Phyllis Adomiak

Elizabeth Ahart
Aharts Market
Ahart’s Market Staff
Graham Distributing
Lehigh Valley Dairies, Inc.
Mr. George Ahart, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Allen
Mr. & Mrs. Norman R. Allen
Ms. Shirley Beam
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas F. Borger
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph P. Kuchinos
Ms. Jacqueline M. Lerch
Ms. Sadie E. Richards
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Stever
Ms. Shirley A. Weidner

George Andrejco
Mrs. Helen Y. Andrejco

Margaret Antonelli
Mr. & Mrs. James J. Hanyak

James Arbogast
Ms. Elsie Arbogast
Ms. JoAnn Oleksa

Anna Augustine
Ms. Charmaine Palkovits
Mr. & Mrs. George Rupinski

Lester Bachman
Mrs. Jeannette Bachman

Corinne Balla
Mr. & Mrs. Michael E. Orendock

Angeline Barletta
Mr. & Mrs. Walter L. Pavlik, Sr.

The following memorial gifts were received from
April through June 2003. Diakon programs thank
these donors for their generous gifts!
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Diakon hosts legislative
breakfast in state capitol

Numerous senators, representatives,
and their aides attended the informal
event, at which Diakon staff members
described the agency’s historic mission, its
vision for services, and the issues that
confront health-care and social-service
organizations today.

“We are grateful that so many of our
elected leaders took time out of their busy
schedules to be with us and to learn more
about all that Diakon does,” McKee said.

Last year, Diakon served nearly 50,000
Pennsylvania residents, including those
aided by the Statewide Adoption Network,
which Diakon administers. Through its
predecessor organizations, Diakon originated
in Pennsylvania in 1868.

Sen. Michael A. O’Pake (D-11) speaks with partici-
pants at Diakon’s legislative breakfast, including
(on right) Senior Vice President for Congregation,
Children, and Family Sevices Linda Ciampi.

The recent third annual Motorcycle Run in Hazleton, sponsored
by Umbriac’s, a local business, raised more than $1,300 for the
Hazleton-area services of Hospice Saint John.

COMING EVENT
The first annual Celebrate Social

Ministry program in the Northeastern
Pennsylvania Synod will be held
Sunday, Oct. 19, from 4:30 to 7 p.m.
at the Holiday Inn, Fogelsville.

Sponsored by the Witness and
Service Ministry Team and the three
Lutheran social ministry organizations
in the synod, the event will recognize
and celebrate social ministry as it
occurs within congregations and
social ministry organizations. Similar
celebrations have been held for several
years in the Delaware-Maryland and
Upper and Lower Susquehanna synods.

More information on the 
awards-nomination procedure and
the event’s speaker was provided to
rostered leaders in late August.

Diakon Lutheran Social Ministries
hosted its first legislative breakfast

earlier this summer. The event was held in
the state capitol just off its main entrance.

“Diakon is the largest non-profit, long-
term care and retirement services provider
in the tri-state area, as well as a more-than-
century-old provider of children’s services
throughout Pennsylvania,” notes the Rev.
Daun E. McKee, Ph.D., Diakon president
and chief executive officer. 

“Not a lot of legislators may know 
that, and we wanted to help them to
become better acquainted with us and all
that we do in employing and serving
Pennsylvania’s citizens.”

Rep. Todd A. Eachus (D-116), center, talks with the
Rev. Daun E. McKee, Ph.D., Diakon president/CEO,
and Garry Hennis, right, senior vice president for
Retirement and Health Care Services.
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Robert Floyd
Mr. John Floyd

Mrs. Nellie P. Folwell
Anonymous

Roe Foust
Direct Office Furniture Outlet 

Company of Harrisburg
Joy Sunday School Class
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald K. Pipher

Helen Frank
Ms. Mary Piccone

William Frauson
Mr. & Mrs. Robert N. Frauson

Marian Frey
Mrs. Robert L. Shugar

Edna M. Freyman
Mrs. Anna F. Adams

Herma Friel
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hunter

Kayla Gail
Ms. Armenda B. Emery

Cecil Galford
Anonymous

Helen Galio
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Baratta
Ms. Patricia C. Baratta
Mr. & Mrs. Donavon R. Bauer
Mr. & Mrs. Gilio Diefelice
Ms. Anne E. Ettinger
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony J. Galio
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Turoscy
Mr. & Mrs. Franklin D. Wieand
Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. Williams

Catherine Georg
Ms. Marilyn C. Georg

Gladys Glocker
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas H. Munz

Mrs. Ida A. Gold
Anonymous

Rose Gorga
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley P. Merker

Mary Goryl
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Goryl, Jr.

Florence Green
Mr. & Mrs. James D. Ruggiero

Mrs. Ruth T. Haas
The Rev. & Mrs. Thomas H. Reinsel

James Haggerty
Mid County Senior Citizens Center

Russell Hardiman
Ms. Susan E. Anthony
Mr. & Mrs. John Millane
National Beef Packing Company, L.P.
Neapco, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Patterson
Mr. & Mrs. Earl A. Ruth
Mr. & Mrs. Mike T. Stein
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Tail

Ms. Ruth Harvey
The Rev. & Mrs. Richard E. Benner
Mr. & Mr. Richard Harvey, III
Mrs. Irene V. Ritter
Mr. & Mrs. M. Jeffrey Scholl

Mr. Willis Hassler
Mrs. Ann Bossler

Meta Haupt
Ms. Linda Beers
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Bynon
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Getz, II
Co-workers at Lehigh Heavy Forge in
Bethlehem, PA
National Association of Letter Carriers,

Red Rose Branch 273

Zora Heckart
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Sullins

Ruth Helsel
Mr. John Floyd

Ruth Herman
Anonymous

Anna Heussman
Mr. Gunther D. Heussman

Mr. & Mrs. John C. Hikes
Mr. Glenn R. Hikes

Allen A. Himmelwright
Mrs. Helen E. Himmelwright

Dorothy L. Himmelwright
Mr. Lester D. Himmelwright, Jr.

Kurt Hinterberg
Ms. Sofie Hinterberg

Mr. & Mrs. Hitchings
Mr. & Mrs. Adam H. Levine

James Hodgins
Ms. Phyllis M. Litterio
Mr. & Mrs. Wilhelm Samida

Margaret Hoffman
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ficarra
Mr. & Mrs. Rudolph Gestf
Ms. Claire Hoffman
Ms. Barbara R. Roksewicz

Mr. & Mrs. Hudock
Mr. & Mrs. Adam H. Levine

Marie Hughes
Anonymous

Gladys Hunter
Mr. Robert G. Hunter

Regina Ignar
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Lohenitz

Loved Ones of The Rev. Dr. Theodore 
W. & Hilda M. Jentsch

The Rev. Dr. Theodore W. Jentsch

Robert “Gus” Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. James Brislin
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Burdulis
Jim & Ann Cunningham
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Davis
Mr. & Mrs. John Elias
Mr. & Mrs. John Gurval
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Kosteva
Ms. Rose Krakowski
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Marino
Mr. Michael T. Morrissey, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Namey
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Salvo & 

Ms. Frances Marinelli
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Souder
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Stevens
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Stoffick
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Wallace
Ms. Ruth Wilpiszewski & 

Ms. Mary Wilpiszewski

Elizabeth Jones
Mr. Charles Jones

Ervin Jones
Bethlehem Twp. Senior Citizens Assoc.
Ms. Margaret Ehrie
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph B. Emmons
Mr. & Mrs. Flavel W. Hyndshaw
Mr. & Mrs. Donald A. Troxell
Ms. Kathleen Vandoren

Verna Kalanik
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Humencik
Mr. & Mrs. Clarence H. John
Mr. & Mrs. Paul & Daria Komishock
Ms. Rosemary Lucash
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Malloy

Harry Barna
Mrs. Agatha Barna

Gloria Becker
Ms. Margaret Siepiela

Dorothy Beltz
Mrs. Blanche Ulichny
Liberty High School

The Rev. Philip S. Bendle, III
Trinity Episcopal Church
Mr. & Mrs. F. Dale Schoeneman

Marian Bennett
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald E. Mace

John Benyo
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Goryl, Jr.

Margaret Billig
Mrs. Jean S. Thrash

Richard Bodnar
Ms. Anna Marie Carr & Ms. Anna Bodnar

Ernest W. Borger
Mrs. Miriam M. Borger

Joseph Bosak
Ms. Linda J. LaBraico

Elizabeth Bove
Mrs. Cecelia Ruggiero

Raymond M. Bretz
Anonymous
Ms. Lillian Audy
Mr. Bob Becker
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Becker
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Cesari
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Farnschlader
Mr. & Mrs. Gerard E. Gasper
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Gross
Mr. & Mrs. Lonnie Koehler
Mr. & Mrs. John G. Lentz
Mr. & Mrs. Ray R. Lutte
Dr. Clifford H. Lyons
Mr. & Mrs. James Seifert
Ms. Jeanne F. Smith
Ms. & Ms. Michele Spanitz
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Valek
Ms. Cheryl D. VonAlt
Alliance Volunteer Fre Company

Ethel C. Bright
Mr. & Mrs. Larry S. Lane

Gloria Brill
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Dingfelder
Mrs. Dolores C. Sheaman

Alfred Buddenhagen
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Gries
Sandra Day O’Connor High School
Science Dept.

Mr. Louis J.G. Buehler
Anonymous

Patricia Bzura
Ms. Donna Mickley

Geraldine Calabrese
Mr. Jeff Cerula
Mr. Neil W. Mazzie

Joseph Campana
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Ruggiero

Angeline Campana
Friends of Angeline Campana
Mrs. Caroline C. Magagna
Moran Funeral Home
Mrs. Cecelia Ruggiero
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Ruggiero
Mr. & Mrs. James Walsh

Albert A. Cicioni
Mrs. Patricia Cicioni

George Coleman
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Stelmock

Mr. Edmund Collins, III

Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Castleton
Ms. Margie A. Pfrommer
Ms. Doris I. Raisbeck

Jerome Coniglio
Ms. Ann Marie Fritzinger

John Coniglio
Ms. Ann Marie Fritzinger

Anthony Contrelli
Ms. Roseann Schleicher

Ginny Csencsits
Ms. Susan Hooper

Helen M. Delese
Mr. Angelo Delese

Mrs. Evelyn Derr
Anonymous

Kenneth J. Dietrich
Mr. & Mrs. Bud Crawford

Ruth A. Dilliplane
Mrs. Thelma Hiester

Mr. Leon Dissinger
Anonymous

Doris E. Donald
Mr. Thomas B. Donald

Anna Dougherty
Ms. Ruth J. Eckrothe

Daniel Doyle
Susan Kern

Donald G. Dreisbach
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Eachus
Friends of Donald G. Dreisbach
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Holmberg
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Rascavage

Mr. Irwin W. Ebbert
Mrs. Elizabeth Ebbert

Mrs. Viola Eck
Anonymous
Mrs. Mildred M. Arnold
Mr. Warren Eck
Mr. & Mrs. Richard F. Haines
Mrs. Helen K. Johnson
Mrs. Ludmila Mraz
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Pinto, Jr.

Russell W. & Margaret B. Edgar
Mrs. Doris Miller

Frank A. Egbert
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel J. Balliet
Ms. Jessie M. Damico
Mr. & Mrs. Alfonso A. Domday
Mr. & Mrs. Rob Potestio
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Lou Wolff

Eileen Eisenhower
Mr. & Mrs. Charles A. Rang, Jr.

Pearl Enzman
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Jones

Jerry Esposito
Mr. & Mrs. Adam H. Levine

Jacqueline Fauzio
PeopleSoft USA, Inc.

Leon Feilbach
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Feilbach
Ms. Emmy Neamand

Earl & Evelyn Fellin
Mrs. Dolores Yatsko

Mary Filipek
Mrs. Genevieve P. Romano

Hugh Fitzpatrick
Mr. & Mrs. Gerard G. Fitzpatrick

David Florida
Mr. & Mrs. Donald E. Florida

 



15

Mrs. Nadine Matechak

Maxine Mazourek
Ms. Ada Mae Reiser

Francis N. McCabe
American Public Human 

Services Association
Mrs. Kitty Dana
Mr. Thomas Drotar
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Drotar, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. James C. Keller
Lower Providence Township Police 

Officers Association
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander L. Maggitti, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Michael McCabe
Mrs. Anna McCabe
Mr. Thomas J. McCabe
Mr. Daniel F. McCabe
Montgomery County Fraternal 

Order of Police #14
Ms. Barbara Ann Murphy
Philadelphia Convention & 

Visitors Bureau
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin W. Schmale
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen J. Schoen
Mr. Neil R. Schriever & 

Mr. David P. Blackman
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Stolmack
Verizon
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Whiteley

Judy McLaine
Ms. Melody A. Baker
Mr. & Mrs. Gerritt Breininge
Leesport Financial Corporation
Lehigh Valley Pioneer Club
Mr. Michael T. Mclaine
Morning Star(z) Team at Prudential
Ms. Joyce L. Richards
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Werley

Henry Midas
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Roman
Ms. Bernadine A. Scalleat
Ms. Mary Louise Scalleat

Barbara Miller
Mr. Thomas Miller

Donald Miller
R & E Trucking

Harold G. Miller
Ms. Ladonna Hillarbrand

Magalene (Peggy) Miller
Ms. Laura C. Emmick

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen E. Miller
Col. & Mrs. Alfred J. Reese

Lottie M. Mohr
Ms. Arline K. Cawley

Raedyne Morgan
Ms. Harriet Morgan

Alfretta Moyer
Mr. & Mrs. Jacob M. Moyer

Ms. Eva M. Moyer
` Martha Young’s Co-workers

Burton Mumaw
Mr. & Mrs. Harold A. Winters

Thelma Mumaw
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Beltrami
Mrs. Anella Beltrami
Mr. John Beltrami & Family
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Beltrami
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Clause
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph C. Guckian
Ms. Joan Horn
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Horner
Mrs. Helen Kacmar & Johnnie
Friends of Thelma Mamaw
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Polli
Ms. Shirley J. Ray

Ms. Martha T. Wasno & 
Ms. Marybethe Raidy

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph J. Williams

Thomas Murphy
Deloitte Consulting

Mrs. Hilda M. Neusch
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn E. Angstadt
Mrs. Grace L. Bohner
Mr. & Mrs. Louis G. Lynard
Ms. Marjorie Massey
Mr. & Mrs. Walter P. Weber

Joseph J. O’Brien, Sr.
Mrs. Joan O’Brien

Kathleen R. O’Donnoghue
Ms. Cynthia Katoski

John Oriface
Ms. Estelle Falk

Alois Pammer
Dr. & Mrs. Rodney J. Minner

John F. Panny
Mrs. Helen Barna
Mr. & Mrs. Albert B. Bretz
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Gober
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Held
Mr. & Mrs. David M. Kuchinos
Ms. Irene Laubach
Mr. Mark Lubenetski
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Lubenetski
Ms. Margaret Marx
Mr. & Mrs. W. Tyler McCann
Ms. Helen T. Miksits
Sister Agnes T. Panny
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard F. Panny
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Panny
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Polzer
Ms. Judith Polzer & Mr. Julian Flear
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Smicker
Mr. & Mrs. Godfrey Sodl
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Spaits
Ms. Joni Trump
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph S. Wagner

Dolores Parry
Mrs. Mary Pleban

C. William Perkin
Mrs. Irene Perkin

Martha Perzel
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph C. Guckian
Mr. & Mrs. Kerry Kopp
Mrs. Ruth Kopp
Mrs. Mary Thomas

Hilda Peters
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Peters

Ruth & George Philipp
Mr. & Mrs. Edward M. Bereznak

Helen Pizzo
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Pizzo

Janet Plasha
Mr. & Mrs. Michael F. Andrayo
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph G. Frankenfield
Mr. David M. Galli
Ms. Debra J. Manlin
Mr. & Mrs. John Myers
Mr. & Mrs. Soctt D. Nester
Mr. & Mrs. Paul D. Nester
Mr. & Mrs. John Plasha
Mr. Michael Plasha & Family, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Schlultz
Mr. & Mrs. John Schneider

Edward J. Podehl
Mrs. Blanche Podehl

Anna Rada
Ms. Marlene Onushco

Edward Radwanski
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph A. Coble
Dr. & Mrs. Harry H. Dougherty

Mrs. Jean S. Thrash

Millie Kauffman
Mr. & Mrs. Donald H. Evans, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Donald H. Evans 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel J. Keating
Ms. Helen L. Keen
Mr. & Mrs. Michael M. Planko
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Rabuck
Ms. Bonnie Readinger
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph P. Tallman
Mr. Clarence A. Williams

Rose Keck
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Bednarik

Mr. Douglas Keiser
Luther Meadows Residents Council

Rebecca Kelly
Ms. Mary L. Adams
Ms. E. M. Avery
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Colombo, Jr.
Ms. Mildred Glickman
Mr. John Kelly
Ms. Marlene A. Wittaker

Marvin W. Kemmerle
Mr. & Mrs. David Remmel

John C. Kepler
Mrs. Dorothy A. Kepler

Dr. Dorothea B. Kleppinger
Mr. & Mrs. Trygve M. Kleppinger

Peter Klesh
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis W. Croll
Tom, Judy, Gina & T.J. Radzwich
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Rentschler
Mr. Marvin Shaffer
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Shewack
The Ackerman Family
VNA Hospice of Monroe County
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Whitehair

Roy W. Kline
Mrs. Nancy L. Kline

Miriam Knauss
Mr. Lewis D. Knauss

Mrs. Sarah L. Kneeream
Mr. & Mrs. Roland Freund
Ms. Charlene B. Jopp

Theresa Knopf
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Almond
Mr. William Almond
Ms. Rose Almond
Mr. & Mrs. Stewart Bright
Mr. & Mrs. John Genovase
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Graff
Ms. Janet Gronotsky
Ms. Charmaine Palkovits
Sister Mary Pritko & Family
Mr. & Mrs. George Rupinski
Ms. Kathleen Spaits
Mr. Frank L. Szivos

Beatrice Koberlein
Dexter Construction Company
Mrs. Irene Dory
Friends of the Koberlein Family
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Miller
Mrs. Gladys Slater

Irene Koch
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey S. Wolfe

Robert Kovac
Mr. & Mrs. Milan Kovac

Dr. Elizabeth R. Kramm
Anonymous

Gladys Kreisa
Mr. & Mrs. Donald C. Cosgrove

Milan E. Krivy
Mrs. Joanne Boyer

Antoinette LaBraico

Dr. & Mrs. James M. Labraico
Ms. Linda J. LaBraico

Mamie Laudenslager
Mrs. Marion E. Laudenslager

Dorothy Lee
Ms. Anna I. Stratta

Susanna P. Lehr
Mr. & Mrs. Lowell R. Albright
Mr. & Mrs. John Gerhart
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Gingerich
Mrs. Alma Grim
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Scheetz
Ms. Betty Wadusky
Mr. & Mrs. Robert F. Wilt

John Leonard
Ms. Annabelle Chyko

Neil Leonard
Ms. Annabelle Chyko

Harry B. Lindblad
Ms. Karen Dunsmore
Mr. & Mrs. William Heick
Ms. Florence Lindblad
Mrs. Dorothy Lindblad
Relatives of Harry B. Lindblad

Nadine Lindquist
The Rev. Dr. Theodore Lindquist, Jr.

Susan Lohrke
Mr. & Mrs. Robert R. Murray

Joseph R. Longo
Mrs. Lois Longo

Anna Rose (Nancy) R. Lonzetta
Mr. & Mrs. George Fadule
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey J. Fendrick
Mr. & Mrs. Gary P. Kapes
Ms. Mary R. Lonzetta

Shirley Loucks
Ms. Eloise McCann

Edward “Pete” Mace
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald E. Mace

Gerald Maier
Mrs. Ella Maier

John Mancuso
Mrs. Beatrice Weissman

Dennis Manjone
Mr. & Mrs. Donald W. Williams

Howard W. Markkanen
Ms. Clara Yori

Marian Markward
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Cera
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey C. Hult
Matz Family
Mr. & Mrs. Walter L. Pavlik, Sr.

Mrs. Lois Marshall
Anonymous

Mabel, James & Robert Martin
Mrs. Gertrude J. Funanich

Angelo Martuscelli
Mr. & Mrs. William P. Berry
Mr. Salvatore F. Fodero, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Fritz
Gebhardt Billiard & Bowling Supply Inc.
Ms. Karen M. Grenkevich & 

Ms. Mary Galada
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph P. Kostick
Mr. Carl Piccola
Mr. Louis J. Vito
Wilson Area High School Administration
Wilson Area School District
Wilson Area School Faculty & Staff

Joseph L. Marzano
Mrs. Mary C. Marzano

Bertis Matechak



16

Ms. Adria Chyko
Ms. Barbara Lynn Kenvin
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen J. Nemchick
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Swinsburg
Tom Waldron Family & 

John Weich Family

Gloria Szukics
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Garber
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Golden
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Gregory
Ms. Debra L. Gregory
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Herczeg
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Kovacs
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Shoemaker

Julia Tauber
Mr. & Mrs. Edward M. Matika
Mr. & Mrs. Walter W. Schwind
Mr. & Mrs.Manuel A. Velazquez

Ms. Irene Terry
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Harwood

Dr. Andrew Ting
Anonymous

Mr. John Toth
Mrs. Anna T. Toth

Helen Unger
Ms. Dorothy M. Delewski

Mr. Allen Velho
Anonymous

Liesel von Hausen
Ms. Rosemarie Weger

Robert Wagner
Mr. Robert E. Wagner

Walter Wagner
Mr. Robert E. Wagner

Stephen Ward
Mr. & Mrs. Justin D. Congdon
Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Crispell
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald L. Domzalski
Mrs. Nancy E. Kulp
Mr. & Mrs. Albin F. Warner
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Weiskerger

Henry Warfield
Mrs. Lois E. Warfield

Sharon Warring
D.S.F.I., LLC
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Mang
Ms. Ida S. Schleiff

Richard M. Watts
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Watts, Jr.

Lucy Weddell
Mr. & Mrs. Paul G. Chiaradia
Mr. & Mrs. Donald M. Cole
Mr. & Mrs. G. Robert Erie
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond H. Gaugler
Ms. Kathleen A. Haas
Ms. Jean Hagendorf
Mr. & Mrs. Wulf R. F. Heusinger
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel E. Koplish

Mr. Leonard Wehr
Anonymous

Elsie Weiman
Ms. Lois C. Erickson
Mr. Gordon Groff
Ms. Jean Harrison
Friends from the CARM Organization 

of AT&T

Edna Weitzel
Mr. Harry J. Weitzel

W. Taylor Wenck
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen D. Wenck

Dennis A. Werley
Mr. & Mrs. Paul H. Coachys
Eastern Secured Data
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Elek
Mr. Thomas R. Herd

Mr. & Mrs. Seth J. Repko

May Werley
Mr. & Mrs. Nelson D. Eyer

Thomas D. Werst
Mrs. Miriam I. Werst

Barbara Westcott
Mr. & Mrs. Adam H. Levine

Raymond Wetherhold
Mr. Richard L. Algood
Mr. & Mrs. William F. Bechtel
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan M. Eubanks
Mrs. Mary Labanz
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel N. Landis
Macungie Band
Mr. & Mrs. Randall B. McKenzie
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. McNabb
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond H. Osborn
Mr. & Mrs. Paul E. Schuler
Ms. Carolyn P. Skillman
Synectics Group, Inc.
Ms. Ruth M. Trollinger

Robert J. Williams
Mrs. Anna M. Williams

Mary Wisdo
Friends of Mary Wisdo

The Rev. Asa S. Wohlsen
Anonymous

Lois & Homer Woodruff
The Woodruff Family

Henry Yanoski
Mrs. Theresa Yanoski

Peter Yori
Mrs. Lorinda J. Yori

Katie Yost
Anonymous
Ms. Arline K. Cawley

Duane Young
Mrs. Marion J. Young

Amelia Zapach
Mrs. Michelle Scatton-Tessier

Virginia Zeisloft
Mrs. Pattie Costill
Mrs. Dolores Hayes
Mr. & Mrs. Robert P. Klingerman
Mrs. Lois Jane Krieger
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Larock
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Ondeck
Ms. Dorothy Phile
Ms. Virginia Schramm
Mrs. Margaret A. Seidel
Mr. Robert Seidel
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Sholtis
Mr. Gerry Troy
Mr. & Mrs. Edward L. Vergari
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Vollendorf
Mr. Donald Zeisloft

IN HONOR OF
DONATED BY

The Foley Family
Ms. Anna P. Gillespie

Ryan’s Baptism
Mr. & Mrs. Edward M. Kennedy, Jr.

Ms. Pamela Thomas
Ms. Cynthia Katoski

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Wagner
Mrs. Rebecca G. Singer

The Rev. & Mrs. William W. Wightman
St. Paul Third, Ambassador Club
(Senior Citizens)

Duane O. Young
Mrs. Marion J. Young

Ms. Dorothy A. Dziamba
Mr. Gerald C. Hain
Ms. Carol A. Hill
Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. Konnick
MWH
Mr. & Mrs. Peter D. Radwanski
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Ziemba

Mary D. Ravina
Family of Mary Ravina

Sophia Rayda
Mr. & Mrs. James W. Demetral
Ms. Effie E. Lehmbeck
Ms. Carol McGovern
Ms. Harriet Snell

Gerhard Rayna
Anonymous

Mrs. Claire Reichard
Mrs. Peggy C. Frankenfield
Mrs. Elizabeth R. Kelsey
Ms. Susan Kelsey
Mr. Robert H. Markley & 

Mrs. Mary L. Markley

Mr. Herbert Reinsel
Ms. Joie L. Barry
Rhonda & Randal Dietz
The Rev. Dr. & 

Mrs. Kenneth C. Feinour, Jr.
Ms. Barbara A. Jones
Ms. Susan J. Kern
The Rev. & Mrs. Daun E. McKee, Ph.D.
Ms. Carol S. Smith

Mrs. Mildred Reinsel
Ms. Virginia M. Snyder

Willard C. Remmel
Mr. & Mrs. David Remmel

John & Laura Riegel
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Reed
John E. Riegel, Estate

Ariel Roderick
Ms. Jessie A. Roderick

Susan L. Rogers
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald C. Rogers

Edith Roth
Mr. & Mrs. George Howard

Marsha Rowan
Mr. John E. Rowan

Chester Ruminski
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony J. Filippini

Ernest Rutledge
A & L Eastern Agricultural 

Laboratories, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert V. Ash
Mr. & Mrs. Mark J. Bailey
Boyce Products, Ltd.
Mr. & Mrs. James W. Burchell
Cherry Ridge Veterinary Clinic
Clearfield Farms
Ms. Sharon Dirlam-McMurray
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Gries
Jennz Cafe & Eatery, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey N. Kent
Mr. & Mrs. Alan M. McKaig
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald C. Poska
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Rickard, Jr.
Ms. Margaret Siepiela
Sussex County Soil 

Conservation District
Mr. & Mrs. Paul A. Weidner
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Wilken
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Wyatt

Oscar Ryan
Ms. Dorothy A. Milashin

Joseph Sampson
Mrs. Martha J. Schaeffer

Allen Sassaman
Ms. Gladys Sassaman

Clara Scatton
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Halenar
Pretium Packaging

Stephen Schwartz
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald J. Bernini
Mr. & Mrs. Walter B. Hoffman
Mrs. Justine Schwartz
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Spiro
Mr. & Mrs. Frank J. Zajacek

Patricia Serlenga
Mr. Eli Serlenga

Mrs. Kathryn Sexton
Anonymous

Adele Shalanski
Dawn Patrol Golf Group
Mr. & Mrs. Mark N. Falcone
Mr. & Mrs. Walter George
Mrs. Mary K. Murray
Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Packard
VA Medical Center Friends
Mr. James E. Ward
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey S. Wolfe

Agnes Sharkazy
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond E. Garrison

Milton Silliman
Mrs. Grace Silliman

Patricia Skarzenski
Mr. Adam Skarzenski

Mrs. Frona Smith
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. H. Burnis Fellman
Allen Gery

Joseph Sokolowski
Mrs. Carmelita Sokolowski

Michael Soltys
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Chorney
Mr. & Mrs. Cliff Hanninen

Isabelle Spohrer
Ms. Pauline S. Bliss

Joan Spry
Ms. Denise L. Transue

Richard W. Steckel
Mrs. Jean Steckel

Helen Steffy
Mr. & Mrs. James P. Brennan
Mrs. Virginia R. Graver
Ms. Elizabeth M. Held
The Rev. James H. Wolford & 

Ms. Patricia A. Lemmerman

Pauline Steigerwalt
Mr. & Mrs. Donald L. Steigerwalt

Joan Steiner
Ms. Esther S. Hirshberg

Joan Steiner
Serfass Construction

John Steinke
Ms. Emma S. Frazer
Mrs. Pat MacAllen
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Merz
Mrs. Gladys Moran
Ms. Bertha M. Scotten
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Steinke

Wayne W. Stephens
Friends of Wayne W. Stephens

Catherine Stolz
Ms. Jessie M. Damico

Lorraine Stull
Mr. Sheldon Stull

Herbert Sube
Mr. & Mrs. Fred A. Dente
Dr. & Mrs. George J. Martino

Rudy Swinsburg
Mr. Lewis Carradine

 


